"I 


* 
1 
. 
4 
wo 
wh 


SS FAMILY PICTURES, 


= 
> 


= 
by 5 
.A 1 
N 4 
1 
= 
'B 7 . 
__ 
—< 
bo 
8 * 
1 ; 
oo, 
| 


y CONTAINING 


Curious and Intereſting Memoirs 
j of ſeveral Perſons of Faſhion in 
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Still in the paths of honour perſevere, 

And not from paſt or preſent ills deſpair ; 

For bleſſings ever wait on virtuous deeds, | 

And though a late, a ſure reward ſucceeds. 
CONGRATS. | 
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THE EDITOR's 


PREFACE 


TQ F202. 
BOOKSELLER: 


S I R, 


HE Sheets I now put 
intoyour hands, notwith- 


WM ftanding the ſingularity of their 
contents, I am not without 
4 hopes, may meet with the fa- 
vour of the Public. 


The tale is literally true ; 


che moral and ſentiments are 


a 2 very 


1 


very oppoſite to the generality 
of productions of this nature. 
I was induced to publiſh it 
from a tender regard to the 
female part of this Metro- 
polis, whoſe more immediate 
province, I apprehend Novel- 
reading to be. 

I myſelf have children, and 
unfeignedly lament the danger 
their morals are expoſed to, 
from the traſh and obſcenity 
the Preſs is daily pouring forth 
for their amuſement, as it is 
called. | | 

There is a perverſeneſs in 
human nature, (derived, I fup- 
poſe, from our original pa- 
rents, )of eagerlydeſiring what- 
ever is prohibited. If, there- 
fore, a ſenſible and tender re- 
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lation, guardian, or friend, 
& ſhould unwarily enjoin their 


young favourites to avoid con- 
taminating their minds by an 


injudicious choice of common 


place authors, ſuch a proceed- 


ing would be only caſting a 


ſtumbling-block in their way, 


or in other words, betraying 


them into that very evil, they 


1 ſo anxiouſly wiſhed Hh to 


ſhun. On the other hand, 
ſhould the inexperienced be 
permitted to purſue their 
giddy inclinations, unwarned 
of the fatal conſequences, they 
might then too juſtly com- 
plain againſt their protectors, 
for not laving their morals 
from corruption, by well- 
timed caution, and proper ad- 
monition, It 
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It has been, indeed, the 
cuſtom of the world in gene- 
ral, and conſequently of Eng- 
land, to be negligent and 
back ward in training up female 
minds to literature, the diſ- 
taff or domeſtick concerns be- 
ing allotted them as their pro- 
per and moſt natural pro- 
vince; and undoubtedly a 
domeſtick character, by be- 
ing the moſt ſuitable, is the 
moſt amiable they can appear 
in. But I cannot forbear ob- 
ſerving, that, ſor many gene- 
rations paſt, due methods have 
not been taken to cultivate 
and improve this valuable 
innate talent. Where to fix the 
origin of this evil, I am at a 
loſs to determine; but it is 

evi- 
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evident, that the generality of 
mothers inſtruct their daugh- 
ters, or cauſe them to be in- 
ſtructed, merely in ſuch par- 
ticulars, as are not only 
uſeleſs to ſociety, but like- 
wiſe highly pernicious. Should 
Miſs have the misfortune to 
be handſome, ſhe is early 
taught to hold her perſon in 
the greateſt eſtimation. Does 
ſhe poſſeſs the talent of mi- 
mickry or ridicule; how is ſhe 
encouraged to exerciſe it upon 
her neareſt relations, or wor- 
thieſt triends, though a talent 
that never fails to create diſ- 
guſt and contempt !] She muſt 
not learn to write, for fear of 
becoming round-ſhouldered, 
or work, leſt ſhe impair her 

= fine 
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l fine eyes. Therefore a little 
| imperfect French, an eaſy 
l (and too frequently an inſut= 8 
ferable) aſſuran e, to tingle 


boys, by having acquired a ſu- 
5 perficial knowledge of Hiſ- 
tory and the Claſſicks, aſ- 
ſume the privilege of laugh- 
ing at their illiterate fi! — 
who inſtantly reſolve to be 
upon an equali y with the 
affected pedants. In conſe- 
quence of this reſolution, they 
get their Mamma's _— 
gentlewoman to enroll them 
members of ſome cir ulating- 
library, where they obtain an 
eaſy 


a harpfichord, and play qua- {| 
drrille, includes the whole of 8 
female education. 1 
W::ereas the rougher bead 1 
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eaſy and inexhauſtible ſupply 


of ſuch authours, as it had 


been better for them, (for the 


bad effects ot their works,) they 
had never been born. 

Though this misfortune is 
irremediable on account of 
the extenſiveneſs of it, yet 
is it not without poſſibility 
of extenuation. This perform- 
ance has the ſingle merit, (the 
Editor flatters herſelf,) that, 
at worlt, it will prove inof- 
fenſive; a merit which the 
ſenſible and ingenuous will 
not deny it, whatever may 
be the opinions of ſome few 
over-nice cavillers. 

As long as the world con- 
tinues to bediſtinguiſhed into 
the learned and unlearned, 

male 


| x ] 
| male and female, young and 
| old, performances in the No- 
vel- way will never be un- 
I ſeaſonable; for it is no leſs 
| abſurd to ſuppoſe pedants ca- 
pable of dipping into ſo mean 
a work as a Novel, than ridi- 
culous to imagine the larger 
part of Novel: readers capable 
of - comprehending the Claſ- 
ſicks: conſequently, unleſs 
our capacities and educations 
could be reduced to one com- 
mon level, amuſements of 
this inferiour kind will be eſ- 
ſential. The grand point, 
therefore, is to render them, 
if not improving, at leaſt in- 
nocent. j 3 
ll! The characters introduced 
to the readers acquaintance in 
E this 


r 


% P 
= 
4 


WM riour to every other ſupport 
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mis little work, are not ficti- 


tious ones, nor the ſeveral re- 


markable incidents of their 
lives merely the product of a 
fertile brain. I would, there- 
fore, recommend the ſerious 
conſideration of them to the 
young and inexperienced. 

WF - Virtue is here its own re- 
ward, nor is it a deception or 
falſe colouring; for though 


ſucceſs may not always be the 
attendant on well- doing and 
well-meriting, yet the peace 
and ſatisfaction that reſult 
from conſcious virtue,are ſupe- 


or dependence : for however 


8 proſperous the villain may 


= proſperity is merely exter- 


continue for a period, his 


na] 


nal. That worm, which never 
dies, preys perpetually up- 
on his heart, nor can he 
either bribe or compel it to 
ſpare him, though but for a 
moment : — the meaneſt 
condition may be rendered 
truely great, by a perſever- 


ance in juſtice and integrity ; Ml 


for whoſoever poſſcfles an ho- 
neſt ſou], capable of diſdain- 
ing, and induſtriouſly ſhuning 
the paths of vice, is greateſt, 
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2 0 T many miles from Pe 
N city of Worceſter lived a 
Weentleman of ancient deſcent, his 
= name Mr. Anthony Bentley, a man 
5 uncommonly agreeable in his per- 
n, but fingular in his manners, 
iſpoſition, and judgement; in 4 

Nord, the very reverſe of what is 
onſidered in theſe modern days, 
e fine gentleman, and the man 
f bonour., His ſingularities flowed 
rom an elegance of taſte, a juſtneſs 
f ſentiment, and a conviction that 
B 4 
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a life, regulated by the principles of 7 
chriſtianity, was alone the life wor- 
thy of a rational being, conſcious 2 
of its own dignity, and conſcio cious of 


its frailt ). 
He poffeſſed a 2 clear unincumber- 


ed — ue of ſeven hundred 
pounds per annum, which he diſ- 
1 tributed with an unequalled gene- 
roſity. To the widow he Was a 
| ſure friend, to the orphan a protec- 
| tor, a. redreſſer of injuries, a diſ- 
1 countenancer of vice, 2 patronizer | 
I! of modeſt merit, and a teirour to the 4 
oppreſſor. o 
The early part of his education = 
= was committed by his good father 
= to the care of a neighbouring divine, 
v2 who was an honour to the ſacred 
| function he profeſſed, without either I 
auſterity of manners, or ſeverity of 
judgement. This gentleman had * 
another pupil, ſon to the juſtice of 
1 the quorum, (a man of much conſe- I 0 
1 quence, though not large fortune) | 
= | Wo between 


Furt Pricrurns.: 8. 
between whom and Mr. Bentley 
mere ſubſiſted 'a moſt tender friend 
; Wſhip: They had been acquainted * 
from their infanoy, were much of 
an age, and really fimilar in their 
diſpoſitions. Theſe boys promiſed 
themſelves infinite ſatisfaction from 
pending the chief part of their days, 
if not under the ſame roof, at leaſt: 
at a very ſmall diſtance from each! 
other, and frequently amuſed them 
ſelves in forming chimerical ſchemes 
of future joint happineſs, which 
vere moſt unexpectedly annihilated 
by the following accident. 
n Mr. Taylor, the father of 4 
r bomy s friend, ſecretly obtained an 
> honourable appointment for his ſon, 


d nder the Eaſt-India company at 
T Nadraſs, and at eighteen years of 
f | age the youth was ſent over there. 

d | 1 his ſeparation was mutually conſi- 
2 ered by theſe young friends as a. 


1 rible misfortune, and in order to 
| es 
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ſoften in ſome meaſure the ſeverity 
of it, they determined to tranſmit to 
each other, by every opportunity, 
a faithful account of even the moſt: 


ordinary occurrence of their lives, 


by which means they flattered them- 


* . ſelves they ſhould in ſome degree 

baffle the perverſeneſs of that deſ- 
tiny, which: had placed them at 
ſuch an unforeſeen. and mortifying 


diſtance. They indeed borrowed 
this notion of a narrative correſpon- 

dence, from the venerable author 
of Clariſſa, it happening to coincide 
with their particular inclinations. 
The day of parting was truely a day 
of - affliction to their young hearts, 


and after having enjoyed each others | 
converſation as long as was in their YA ng 
| power, their laſt adieu was conclud- 


ed with reiterated promiſes: of 
faithfully performing this ade, 
agreement, which was ne 


Arietly : obſerved by them for the 
| ſpace | 
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Fut ' Preronts. 0 5 
N hw of fix years; but as nothing, 
vemarkable happened to either of 


hem during that term, I ſhall paſs 
J over theſe Juvenile days of theirs in 
# — and bring the reader ac- 
aquainted with Mr. Parker, the cler- 


] dun already mentioned, ſome 
particulars of whoſe family it will be 
— to relate, he Having an 


immediate connection with the moſt 
| intereſting g parts of this hiſtory, 

Mir. Parker, at the time the young 
. Friends wess whder his tuition, was 


* 


1 — 


Poſſeſſed of no other preferment 


chan a vicarage of one hundred 
pounds a year; on which little in- 


come himſelf, a wife, and daugh- 


| ter ſubſiſted, and enjoyed a felicity 
unknown to the man of large poſ- 


ſeſſions. Content and fweet cheer- 


fulbpeſs opened their door, nor was 
n ever ſhut againſt the miſerable 
1 nd diſtreſſed, or indigent; for; not- 


Wy withſtanding: his | beneficent | heatt 


"3 was 
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6 FAMILY ' Pictures. 
was reſtrained within the narrow | 


limits above-mentioned, his advice, | q | 


aſſiſtance and protection the 


wretched might ever command. - 


His wife was the only child of $:. 
one Mr. Jones, an officer, and had 


been bred up with tenderneſs, deli- 
cady, and prudence. | Her mother 
ſorfeĩted a handſome fortune by 
not accepting a man propoſed to her 
by her relations, and preſuming to BW” 
chooſe for herſelf, an action (as her F* 
zhuſband was the ſurvivor) which 

me never lived to repent of, her 

affection for-him, and his unabated BF 

-tendernefs to the laſt hour of her 
life, diminiſhing, - in her eyes, the 


walue of every, other conſideration. Wl 
Mr. Parker was a viſitor at Mr. 


Jones s ſome time before the daugh- 
ter had the leaſt notion of his en- 


tertaining any particular regard for 


her; but upon the father's being 
ale witha fever; the ſymptoms Wl 


EA. : | 4 of 
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Jof which were very -unfavourable, 
| 3 he - declared himſelf, and, with 
1 Mis Joncs's conſent, communicat- 
ed his defires of becoming a ſon to 
me dicing man. A ſmile, of , plea- 
1 Wfure and approbation took poſſeſſion 
Pot his; ghaſtly countenance, which 
i remained fixed there even after his: 
departure; then extending his feeble 
hand, Advance, faid he, my 
1 friend, you have ſoftened for me tlie 
terrours of death, and Ino longer 
feel a reluctance at quitting this 
place of diſappointment, ſickneſs, 
and tribulation, My child unpro- 
IF tected and unprovided for, I trem-- 
bled but lately to think of, as the-- 
otmoſt I have to leave her will net 
amount te three hundred pounds; 
but now: have the conſolation of 
knowing, yqu will ſpogenerouſiy an 
1 abundantly ſupply to her the charac- 
eer I have filled, I ſhall, wait my 
diſſolution with a refienation, Ll hope,. 
f 4 1 B 4 not: 
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8 Faun . Pictvkts. . 
not altogether unworthy of the faith $ 3 
1 profeſs. -- Remember, my A 
continued he, that there is nothing 
will avail you at the hour I am no. 
ex eriencing, but the conſciouſneſs 
of a well-ſpent life ; be grateful, | 9 2 
affectionate, and tender to the 
friend providence has ſo ſeaſonably + 
given you, and let not your happy iſ 
exemption from the evils and difti- 
culties, you muſt otherwiſe have been J b 
expoſed to, be ever forgotten by 
you.“ 
Poor Mr. Jones 8 ſpirits were | 
now quite e exhauſted, and he can] . 
inclined to take a nile repoſe. But, 1 41 
his malady hourly increafing, his | | 
phyſician, the next afternoon, at | 
Bis repeated follicitations, 5 | 4 7 
ledged i it to be his opinion that he Wl 
had! but a few hours to live. © | 
Mr. Jones thanked him for his 
ingenuouſneſs, and beſought him to 
unt Mr. Parker, thit his end 
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as o near, and to defire him to 
wt 3 3 Fring Bis dear Louiſa to receive his: 

Watt Vieffing. This melancholy ſum⸗ 
Pnons was inſtantly complyed with, 
iss Jones having only Lon ting 
3 at her father's requeſt, whilft he 

Endeavoured to learn the true ſtate 
U ef his caſe from oy hyfician. At 
rheit approach, * feel, faid he; 
e dear liv; 1 feet myſelf 
nuch changed in point of bodily: 
ea. perliaps my ſenſes atf6 may. 
1 not remain long unimpaĩred; thus: 

chen, (taking his daughter's hand, 

e J. ad, as well. as his feeble” ſtaté 
1 Would permit, giving itte ker lover) 
it, if 1 170 thus let me fmiſh my mortal con- 
is cerns: my tendereſt bleſſings for. 
ever be poured upon you, and red 
vember, O remember, it is my die- 
© Wing requeſt}, that 'you would well. 
© | eonfider the inſtability of all ſublu⸗ 
is nary enſoymentsz and ſeek an inte- 
0 reſt there, where true felicity ig 
4 B f only 
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only to be found.“ The afflicted | 
daughter, unable to uſtain the vio- 
lent agitations, inte which ſhe was | 
. thrown by this affecting Ufa and | 
which: concealment ſerved only. to | 


heit ghten, ſunk down on the floor, | 
bags e only by the. oor 

= be the, vane I F 
—.— of which byt too  frongly 1 
indicated the near * — of that ll 
grim monarch, who, alike unawed Y 
by greatueſs, | as unmoved by tears, 
forces, all to ſubmit to his uncon- · 
trouled, power. In this ſtate he EI 


» 
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| was conveyed to another apartment, © | 
and as ſhe, had a ſucceſſion of fits 
for ſome. hours, her father breathed 1 
his laſt before ſhe came again ta 
herſelf... Mr. Parker watched over L 1 


1 e Fay r 


„ 


her with the moſt tender regard, 
and ſoothed her returning reaſon Wl 
with arguments the moſt-prudently Wl 
calculated to heal ber wounded | 
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He took upon himſelf the direc- 
tion and management of the laſb 
offices for his friend, for his Louiſa's: 
father; and when the funeral ſolem- 
MW nity. was over, and every thing 
ſettled and diſpoſed of to the beſt 
advantage, it appeared that two 
hundred and fifty pounds were the 
utmoſt of Miſs Jones's fortune. Tho 
diſeconſolate daughter retired for a 
little white» to an aunt's, till time 
s ſhould wear off the edge of her 
grief; and Mr. Parker viſited his 
vicarage, in order to prepare his 
t, 1 habitation, in the beſt manner his 
s circumſtances would admit; for the 
d reception of his intended bride: 
0 Ne ſecured the ſmall fortune ſhe 
vas entitled to, as a reſource for her 
1. 4 in caſe of his deceaſe, and appointed | 
n traſtees to lay it out, with the annual 
vl 9 augmentation of the intereſt it pro- 
d KD More he would dare deen. 
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but fortune had not given him the 
_ of doing more. 
All | things: being " ſettled,; their 
martiage was: — as ſoon as 
decency: would permit, and Mrs. 
Parker arrived ſafe with her huſ- 
band at his peaceful vicarage. In 
due time they were bleſſed with a 
daughter, and in their lives it was 
abundantly exemplified, that hap- 


pineſs is not the vife of the golden 3 


deity alone, but — on a 
right way of thinking, and a proper 
regulation of our — 2 an a = 


Whew; 


The _—_ pair had now a BY 
Vptiefal taſk, to watch the dawn of 
infant reaſon, in order, as the pork 
expreſſes 1 it, 


0 2 Ie 1 


FAA. To rear the tender thoug he, 
Ad teach the young idea how to — 


To this truely parental employment 


they applyed themſelves with ſe 


much — and ſucceſs,” as to 
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FAMILY Plerunzs. 13 
behold the object of their uninters 
rupted care and kindneſs, not only 


dee from all practical vice, but, to 
appearance, exempt alſo from every 


IF | evil propenſity of human nature. 
8 . The little Eliza, their daughter, 


A had a perſon, which, though it 


n | © | diſplayed: a moſt charming. ſenfis 


could not come under the denomis 
nation of beautiful, was perfectly 
agreeable. In her countenanee was 


bility, every feature glowing with 
= viſible emanations of an intelligent 
ud capacious mind., Her eye ſpoko 
== ſoftneſs and love, but modeſty fat 
enthroned on her brow, while 
meekneſs, gentleneſs, and: fimplis 
city of manners were her amiable 
characteriſtic ea. 

Beſides che advantages of educa» 
tion before obſerved, ſhe had in 
her father and mother the. daily 
and ſtriking examples of conjugal 
affection, univerſal philanthropy, 
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14 Famrrcy PrcTurEs. 
and charity in all its lovelineſs and 
attendant graces: Thus their pre- 
ce pts were enforced and explained 
by their practice; nor was one virtue 
. left obſcure or unintelligible to the 
underſtanding of their young pupil. 
?i This little family, on Mr. Par zer s 
obtaining a handſome benefice, re- 
moved to à village in Hertfordſhire; 
where they lived fix years without 
receiving one viſit from Mr: Bent. 
Sy, of whoſe proceedings we will 
now take a view” but as the whole 
of this relation. is founded upon 
facts, collected from perſons more 
or leſs concerned in the affairs of 
this family, we ſhall not confine 
ourſelves to forms or regularity, but 
render our accounts either hiſtorical 
or epiſtolary, as may beſt conduce 
0 the reader's information. ; 
Mr. Bentley, at the age . 
was unhappily depriv- 4 AM 
cd of n by a fit of apoplexy, 
Las on 
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| (his mother had. been taken off ſome 
8 years: before) which ſevere ſtroke 
was very heavily. borne; by him, for | 

Ws ſome time; the parent, companion, 


; Y | and friend, heing too much to re- 


. of filial te | 27 an 


Len without the: 7 prog 
| Otl» 


TY 


tar Suitence: ! Ne, hot, 1 ecd, a 
WM brothers, Bae their mund re not 
dhe leaſt affinit A to each other, they 
were of courſe. rangers to 10 5 
eſt, fnRin the, byman, heart, i 

capable... of,. ; xeciprogal opal, Hen 155 , 
and focial confidence. 80 
„ The ruling paſſion of Daniel 
(ſuch was The . brothers 8 name) 
was an unbounded. avarice 3 his | 
nature was groveling, 10 up 

and revengetul. Maſter of a deep 
cunning, he directed himſelf by 
that, and endowed with no incon- 
fiderable ſhare of. low.. ambition, 

made uſe of his craft, as the means 
to riſe, . Ten thouſand pounds, his 
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mother's fortune, He enjoyed as the 
allotted proviſion for younger chil 
dren, in which He hae 5 GALE | 
titor. ai 
Though an increaſs of fortune 
would have been highly 'gratefut to 
him, yet he had not the courage to 
expoſe Himſelf tothe hazard of com- 
merce, or any of the other uſaat 
methods of acquiring riches. He, 
therefore, prudently reſolved make 
—— 9 00 f his brother gene- 
„ (Which, in his Heart, he 
* weakneſs) by Wing upon 
him, in many particufars, beyond 
what could be done with' a good 
* grace. This was his motive fof 
treating his brother witff à ſhow of 
| reſpedt, and fo far did the fraternal 
love af the latter extend, as to in- 
| duce. bim to take up his reſidence 
in his houſe, fill a place at His table, 
and uſe his horſes as His own. Nahe 
further, though his brother was 0 
ſportſman, 
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| fportſman, be impoſed a pack of 


1— from the ſame narrow mo- 
WS tive, as an additional tax upon his 
b ? & hoſpitality. | | 
Mir. Bentley's home, however, 
was become fo diſtaſteful to him on 
3 the death of his father, that he re- 
ſolved upon a little excurfion; every 
object he beheld contributed to feed 
his melancholy, and from abſence 
and time he found he muſt ſeek that 
relief, which Bentley-hall and ſoli- 
W tude could never give. 
Mr. Parker being the perſon upon 
ce .carth he moſt eſteemed, except his 
E 7 abſent friend, he determined, at 
this period, to make him a viſit. 


J | | He acquainted his brother with his 
intention, who ſecretly re joĩced at 
| I it, as he ſhould by theſe means be 


1 nat liberty to entertain his brethren 
oc the chaſe free from tlie expenſe 
3 attendant on tavern egy and 
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"enjoy: their boiſterous, mixth ef 


the leaſh 18 interruption. 

1 There had been a fo jnteryal 
in the correſpondence already men- 
tioned between the: two young 
friends, occaſioned by an illneſs of 
Mr. . Bentky,. and the death. of his 
father. He renewed, It however, 
previous to his intended viſit, on 
which occafion he exprefſed. him- 


ſelf in the Wee manner. 
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te BewrLEY fo ; Mr. Tanten. 


* my dear friend, | 
1 chat appeatances are ſtrongly. a- 
unf me, yet, I flatter myſelf, you ü 
will acquit me of every imputation of 
meglect, or abated affection, when 
I inform you of the melancholy cauſe 
cf my ſilence. Would to God it had 
heenderivedfrom any other ſource: yet 
po dare not murmur, thox agh, at Once, 


deprived of the beſt of fathers and. 
friends, 


Pantry PreTtures, Ty 
Wfriends; "aft 'of apoplexy, my dear 
Fund, brovght this evil upon” me, 
4 Wich 1 ſhalf ever deplore. How 
oafinitely has chis great calamity 
N gęgravated my deteſtation of that fatal 
Echeme of promiſed! advantage which 
a8 induced your | btherwife- good father 
to ſeparate, us at ſuch 2 Börrid dif- 
IF tance;' as to cut off all poſſibility of 
our meeting for many years. Shall ö 


t 


+ W-1 confeſs to” you, that, deſtitute as 1 
br, Fant'of all family enjoyments;” I have 


labovred under tfie ſtrongeſt tempta- : 
tions imaginable ſince this unhappy 
6 15 1 event, to make you 0 a viſit in yori 
remote corner of the world, and 1 
4 ; 4 L ly believe, I ſhould have "yielded 


to theſe romantic impolſes, had 


my health not been 1 in the/precarious 
ſttate nit is, or my brother ſuch a 
brother, as to be fit to be entruſted 
Vith che management of my affairs 
during ſo long an-abſence;: but as 
752 theſe impediments lay before 


me, 
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me, I haye fixed upon a Journey | 
rather more practicable, and per- 
haps alſo more prudent. This 1 4 
i à viſit to our venerable tutor, who, Wl 
you may remember I informed you 7 © 
— aſter "Your: departure, | 3 
preſented to a living in Hert- 
berdllire, of double hes income of | 
his peaceful vicarage. The: Preſen. 
tation of the latter he obtained far 
a young man of but little intereſt, 
who: offered to: officiate for him a 
his curate ; but ſuch was 6 ek. 
neſs of heart, that he could not per- 
mit another to experieno the miſery | 
of contracted circamſtances, whilſt 
he hĩmſelf it, as hecalled, abounded, 
an uncommon inflance of — 
moderation. 0 F 
. You Dune father NE" weihen YA 1 
hall 2 ſingular eſteem for "theſe 
worthy people, which is one . x ; 
inducement tomy takingthe' journey, Wi 
28 1 hope, F- ſhall not only. recover 
. as, 


© . * 
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ee balm of peace, but have likewiſe 
ec rcitcrated good inſtructionsof that 
1 4 ellent man, whereby to regulate. 
A 7 future conduit. This is a'criti- 


9 Pany a young heart pants after,) 
a ſter of my own actions. But alas! 


affiſtanoe I did not dare to venture 
2 ſtep beyond my depth. 


* 


OY 


Yet ſo miſtaken and inconſiderate 
I Pre the generality” of youth, that 
heir utmoſt wifh is to have it in their 
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= W they find they can chirp.with ſome 
. 4 W little facility, that flying is no difficult 
- i 


performance. Too frequently, how- 


3 ever, even the firft attempt unde» 
; ceives. 
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i period ;1 am now become (What 


o incapable am 1, to ſwim in the 
1 fapid current of life, either with 
cety or honour, deprived as I am of 
9 hat guide, without whoſe well-timed 


power to expoſe themſelves, and 
Whey bleſs the hand that robs them 
1 Jof their ſupport and protection, from 
ce vain conceit they have, becauſe 


* 
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ceives them, and after many fruitleſs 

endegvours, to regain. their former 1 
eminence, they atilaſt become ſen- 11 
ſible, that a much longer time, and an 
ipfinitely larger ſhare, of experience, = 
could alone have p revented the errors 
into which 9 — find themſelves 1 


hurried by their ſelf- ſufficiency. 


I am very ſerious, but you muſt 1 
indulge me; think it is rather extra- 
ordinary t that Iam able to ler, my 


pen, or write with any coherency ſo 


early after ſuch a calamity, for my 


dear father s remains have been 


lodged i in peace by the ſide of: my 
ever honoured- mother only a fort- 
night this day, and here am I as. 
forlorn and diſconſolate, as our firſt ll 
parent before the creation of the 


mother. of mankind. 


Daniel, you are ſenſble, is not. 2 
companion for me, though I muſt 


dohimthe juſtice to acknowledge, he 


behaves himſelf much better than 


uſual. 


Fixmrrty Pricrvikts.' 23. 
1 Piual. Whether the unexpected 
r ag we have ſo recently fuſtamed, 
„css had a good effect upon his mind, 


a i from what other motive, 1 am 
„ 1 Pite ignorant, but we really are upon 
Ss ry tolerable terms. Vet, notwith-. 


WE:ndiog all this, Bentley-hall is not 

e place for me at preſent; therefore 

t 3 He next packet you receive from me 

ill be dated from Mr. Parker's. 

# whoſe houſe * hope ſoon to 

rive. 3 

It is needleſs to repeat my ; good 

A ice for a continuance (nay, if it 

aecaſe heaven an increaſe of all your 

orldiy felicity, or to offer any 

Wfurances of my unaltered and un- 
FX terable friendſhip; wherefore I 
all only add one ghoſtly ad- 
onition, remember me, and for ever 
Wo happier than i is at WEE dew 8 
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Am now, ah; * Frank alter | 
„three days gentle and pleaſant | 
travelling, "ſafely arrived: 2 ohr old YN 
friends, aud! meet with chat welcome 1 
Thad ſo muchireaſonto expect. 
The dwelling: houſe Was pre- 
ſented to our tutor by his worthy 
patron, thete being ng habitation 
atinexed to the hving. | The garden 
are, it ſeems, hy his particulartaſte and 
direction, ſo crouded with Jews. 1 
hollics, and « every "ſpecies of /ever- - 
greens, chat they "might with great 
' -, Propriety* dene for! the 9 © 
| gentleman's" mutfery: 7 1 
he village eleck i bur 1 
en 1 arrtyed : at this bappy man- 
fon, Which, © my great 'mortifi- 
_ cation; * ro She through” the 
open Winder to be deſerted by is Wl 
inhabitants: I, however, rung the 
. and à man in a genteel livery, 
— 4 and 
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1 .% Cad of very ſober appearance, im- 
; * nediately preſented himſelf. Upon 


mquiry I found the good folks were 


3 g ] . withdrawn, agreeably to their 


fternoon's cuſtom, into their own 
Pady antique gardens, and the fel- 


a 1 bw having with much civility de- 


Þred me to alight, after ſeeing me 
within doors ran to acquaint his 


| | Maſter with my arrival. 


The room, I was ſhown into, was 
very neat parlour, or more pro- 


F: 1 8 rly, I believe, our tutour's ſtudy, 


bs its principal furniture conſiſted of 
very library, the books of which 


| 1 ou and I, by a peculiar indulgence, 
ave fo frequently turned over. 


Old Tray, our faithful companion 


* N N _ any 2 youthful fr olick, either 


4 4 from an inſtinctive boſpitality, or in 


1 


+6 to the. benevolent diſpo- 
Wiition,of his maſter, (for it is impoſſi- 
ble he ſhould retain a knowledge f 


1 me after an abſence of fix long years, 


C alter 
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altered too as I am, ) careſſed me, b 
with many honeſt marks of pleaſure i 
and tranſport. How did theſe fa- 
miliar objects recall to my imagina- 
tion thoſe days of innocence. and 
peace, thoſe ſcenes innumerable, i in q 1 
which you, my valued friend, play- 
ed a part. The little heroes 'offici- - 
ouſly obtruded themſelyes on my i 
internal view. 'My. heart was in- 
conceivably ſoftened at the recollec- J 
tion; nor do I Know, how, far the bb. 
memorial of them might have pre- 
vailed, had not the kant awaken- bk 
ed me from this pleafing. revery, 

by begging to know iny name. 18 4 
told him, it was no matter; he 1 
needed only acquaint Mr. Parker, 7 
that a gentleman, who appeared to 1 
be juſt. come off a journey, would 
be glad to ſpeak with him. % 
I wiſhed (and doubt not of my „ 
ſncoets) to puzzle the Divine with WW 
conjectures, 5 concerning who it AI 
i 
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old be, as he had not received 
1 ny previous notice of my intention 


fa. 1 SD vifit him. A glaſs-door, in ſome 
11 aeaſure, defeated my deſign, by 


— ; + Wiſcovering to him, to uſe his own 


17 Fendi expreſſions, the man upon 
* Erth he moſt deſired, and leaſt ex- 
81 1 A Ga to ſee. 

ny Acſter many unfeigned vrofeſions 


1 1 bf pleaſure had paſſed on both ſides, 
lr. Parker propoſed ſurpriſing his 
Fife and daughter by an abrupt: in- 


4 Y WW oduction of his viſitor, and upon 
10 1 my acquieſcence therein we imme. 
a iately repaired to a beautiful alcove, 
A A here Eliza and her mother were 
he 1 itting at work. 
„vou muſt remember, that Eliza 
o vromiſed to be a very lovely woman, 
Id nd I aflure you, theſe laſt fix years 
f her life have rendered her fo in 
very great degree. She was neat 
N | End blooming! as a bride, and were 
it | 


ceaſier in my mind than at preſent 
0 =_ C 2 I 
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T am, I would give you a very a. I 
" Bide deſcri ption of her, and at leaſt 
have compared her to ſome Sylvan 
Goddeſs. Mrs. Parker with app-i 
rent pleaſure and ſurpriſe aroſe to; 8 
bid me welcome, and the fair Eli. 
2a made me an obliging compli- 
ment. 1 

Tea and coffee were ſoon afterf 
brought, and enquiries relative to 
their Worceſterſhire friends ſue. 
ceeded. 

A filial tear involuntarily aol. I 
down the cheek of thy Anthony, 5 
when I repyled, My diſmal dreſs, 
Bir, is a ſufficient information, tha 
you have loſt one very fincere well. 
wiſher.” A filence enſued, as oo 
all felt ſufficiently the meaning of W 
my expreſſions, and were not a lit. 
tle affected at it. Mr. Parker, 2 
the afterwards acknowledged, wiſh- 

ed much to be informed of the par- 
*ticulars of my dear father's death, 1 > | | 
l bu 
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Tm Wut reſtrained his curioſity, from a 
aſt nder regard for his pupil, and 


van on recovering. himſelf, ſtarted a 
pa- Pbject, as if by accident, which 
"of . Wntributed not a little to alleviate 
. e ſorrow of his gueſt. 
pl.. This was a differtation on the 
premè wiſdom, and man's narrow- 
ter ghtedneſs, in which he proved to 
to demonſtration, that whatever ap- 
uc Peared hard in our ſtate of morta- 


ty, we ſhould be hereafter con- 
inced, was the happieſt fate that 
7 c uld have befallen us. 

He drew a ftriking and odious 
Picture of the i ingrate who durſt pre- 
Nome to complain, when ſurrounded 
with a multiplicity of bleſſings, be- 
Fauſe, perhaps, one only was with- 

44 5 Held; eſpecially, if he was permitted 
be enjoyment of it, until his own 
WE: eaton muſt inform him, that his 
Wok was productive of folnch of j joy 
to the dear object of his affection 


Ws and 
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and regret, * This, continued the 
good and ſenſible man, is a weak- 
neſs, ſo interwoven with our nature, 
that it is the moſt difficult to be con- 
quered of any, but if we duly weigh- 


ed the ſelfiſh principle by which it 
is ſuggeſted, we ſhould baniſh it as 


unworthy the human breaſt,” 

] was fenfible of the kind motive 
of theſe well-timed obſervations, and 
liſtened to them both with gratitude 
and attention. The virtuous man, 
however, dwelt not long upon theſe 
ſerious ſubjects, but as the evening 
was e ee fine, he propoſed 
taking a walk till ſupper- time. As 
you know, I am ſomewhat of a 
Naturaliſt, I enjoyed a particular ſa- 
tisſaction from the contemplation of 
ſome objects that preſented them- 
ſelves to our view, which though 
to vulgar eyes they appear as no- 
thing, yet are often the moſt beauti- 
ful of Nature's productions. 

In every till a ſweet inſtruction flowed. 


Eliza 
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Eliza partook along with us of 
theſe rational and elegant pleaſures, 
as her father (to uſe his own words) 
was ſo peculiar in his ſentiments, as 
not to Judge it improper for a female 
to ſhare in the admiration of that 
great Being, of whoſe works, con- 
tinued he, I have ever taught her 
to confider herſelf the ſecond beſt. 

e She has learnt, added he, from 
my information, that ſhe is a weaker 
and more dependant being than 
man, Providence for wiſe purpoſes 
having placed her in a more immedi- 


ate ſtate of ſubordination, but that ſhe 


is not to conceive from thence that 
her only value conſiſts in what the 
butterfly can boaſt in a much ſupe- 
rior degree, as ſuch erroneous ideas 
could only tend to fruſtrate the end 
of her creation, which is, undoubt- 
edly, to render herſelf a rational 
companion for the buman ſpecies in 
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general, and an uſeful member of il 


fociety,” 

We concluded the day conſiſtent- 
ly with this family's particular notion | 
of things; for having convinced them- 
felves, that their own wiſdom and 
Tforefight were infufficient to ſecure 
them from the dangers and calami- 
ties incident to mortality, a and, con- 
ſequently, that the protection of the 
great authour of their exiſtence was 
abſolutely eflential to that important 
purpoſe, they fancied it incumbent 
upon them to return their grateful 
acknowledgements for the bleſſings 
they were permitted to enjoy, and 
the evils from which they were hap- 


pily exempted, and to repeat their 


humble ſollicitations for a continu- 
ance thereof. After which unfaſhion- 


able, though ſurely not unneceſ- 
ſary ceremony, we ſeparated early 
on account of my late fatigue. 


Thus, 


1 Y 


q 
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Thus, my Frank, have I given 


vou the trivial tranſactions of the 


day. My knowledge of the ſtreng:h 


and livelineſs of your imagination 


incites me to be ſo particular, in 


order that, as you are acquainted 


with the humour and diſpoſition of 
each member of this little commu- 
nity, except Eliza, you may fancy 
yourſelf a partaker in all our inno- 
cent amuſements and converſation, 
and if I may be permitted to judge 
of your heart by my own, you will 
not think me too minute or tedious. 
Adieu, my dear friend. May every 


good angel protect you, and render 


your buſy ſcene of life equally pro- 
. fitable, and inoffenſive, with that 
of the happy family I am at pred 
with. 
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LeTTEr HI. 
1 thank you, my friend, for the 


packet I have juſt received, and 
congratulate both you and myſelf 
on your third advancement, as | 
flatter myſelf you have now made 
three ſteps towards our happy cli- 
mate, for, furely, when once the 
pecuniary withes of your friends are 
anſwered, you will not be ſo infa- 
tuated, as to continue in your exile, 
or they ſo unnatural, as not to ſol- 
licit your return to honeſt England, 
where liberty and plenty hold their 
uninterrupted reign; but this is an 
event that muſt be ſubmitted to 
time, that ſlow, though certain re- 

medy for every evil. 8 
Iwill now give you ſome parti- 
culars of this peaceful manfion, and 
its appertenances. The Stunden of 
it is delightful, and very little in- 
debted 
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bl, | debted to art. The gardens are 
| | pleaſant, though ſtuffed with gloomy 


bowers, in oppoſition to our modern 


improvements; and however un- 
= faſhionable this may be, yet it is not 
8 without-its beauties. You wilkfind 
 2- very pictureſque deſcription of 


them in the following lines : 
Grove nods at grove, pt alley bas 2 
brother, 
And half the platform but reflects the other. 


| What renders thisGothick taſte agree- 


able to them is, the ſatisfaction they 


; S alternately enjoy in being ſheltered 


from the midday-heat, under theſe 
friendly ſhades, where the ladies, 


as the worthy ſervant informed me 


amuſe themſelves, in providing the 


firſt dreſſes, for every little ſtranger 


their poor neighbours are likely to 


introduce into life, whilſt the Gen- 
tleman entertains them with ſuch au- 
thours, as, you may be aſſured, muſt 


infallibly improve. 
"70 [ 
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1 ſtrolled into the garden, at an Wn 
early hour being invited by the "i 
chearful inhabitants of our tutour's A 
groves, and the beauty of the 
morning. I ſoon perceived, Eliza 
had been up ſome time before me, 
notwithſtanding it was yet little 
more than fix o'clock, and on ex- 
preſſing my ſurpriſe to an old man 


that was employed in rolling a graſs- I 


walk, he told me, that her ufual 
hour of riſing was between five and 
fix, to which unpolite cuſtom there Wil 
& no doubt but ſhe is in a great mea- if 
ſure indebted for that lovely vermil- 
lion which conſtantly adorns her i 
_ cheeks, and is no inconfiderable ad- 
dition to the native luſtre of her fine i 
blue eyes. | 


Had it been. "I Jot to have ſpent 


any time in the Beau Monde, ſhe | 
might, perhaps, have acquired taſte 


enough to prefer Spaniſſ arts to the 
beautiful tint of Nature; but this is 
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merely a perhaps, for ſo much does 


| ſhe admire, what is perfectly genu- 
ine in every other reſpect, that it is 
more than probable ſhe would have 
continued incorrigible in this parti- 
.cular like wiſe, as the prejudices of 
education are not eaſily overcome. 


It is to be lamented, that ſo little 


attention is paid to this important ar- 
ticle by thoſe few mothers who con- 
- deſcend to take upon them the di- 
rection of their daughters educations, 
as well as thoſe ladies who preſide 
over the ſcheols and ſeminaries of 
female literature ; the firſt impteſ- 
: fion their tender minds receive be- 
ing / uſually the ſtrongeſt, and fo 
much depending upon it, that the 


giving a right or wrong bent to the 
judgement and inclinations is fairly 
to be imputed to it. 

The breakfaſt· ſummons aſſembled 


this little family together, when the 


ufual enquiries were made concern- 


Sls - ing 
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ing my repoſe and health. I af 
ſured them, (and it was really a 
fact) that I had not enjoyed ſo much 
tranquillity fince the commencement 
of my father's melancholy diforder, 
as I had done the preceding night, 


for, continued I, addrefling myſelf | 


to my tutour, the arguments, .you, 
Sir, fo kindly made uſe of laſt night, 
to reconcile me to the diſpenſations 

-of Providence, operated like an opt- 
ate, and lulled my cares into a 

| Pleaſing oblivion. 

This reply introduced 2 ſubjed 
relative to-the ſudden illneſs and-de- 
parture of my dear father, which 

engaged us for ſome time, on the 
< ande on of which, at my requeſt, 
the morning Was ſpent i in alternate 
reading and commenting upon the 

moſt ſtriking paſſages of ſome of 
our beſt Englifh writers. The only 
families, with which Mr. Parker 


has any great connexion, are his 
Patron's, 
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patron's, and a plain village apothe- 


cary's. The former (Sir Fobn Dar- 


| Jington) has an uncommon reſerve 
in his diſpofition, which carries the 


appearance of pride, and, I muſt 
confeſs, is to me very forbidding. 
My tutour, however, aſſures me, my 
unfavourable impreſſion of this gen- 
tleman will be removed on an im- 


provement of our acquaintance; I 


will not be too poſitive, but I find 
= myſelf far gone in infidelity.” | 


His lady has a tincture of the 


fame humour, though eaſy and well 
bred. Her filence, I am perfuaded, 
ariſes from her good ſenſe and com- 
placency to Sir John. They have 
a ſon and a daughter, but as they 
are both children, I ſhall not intro- 
troduce them to your acquaintance. 

Mr. Simpſon, the apothecary, is 
a man of univerſal reputation, and a 
meek and gentle demeanour ; he is 
the echo of a neighbouring phyſi- 
cian 


1 
1 
| 
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cian whom I greatly diſlike, and 
happily have little or no con- 
nexion with. Mr. Simpſon has one 
daughter, a woman of thirty, with all 
the gaiety and giddineſs of a girl of 
| fifteen.” She has had a great deal 
of money expended in her educa- 
tion, and has acquired juſt ſo much 
knowledge as to render herſelf ridi- 
culous, and affectation ſufficient ro 


diſguſt a fribble. She has caſt abun- 


dance of lures to attract my obſerva- 
tion. I do, indeed, obſerve her, 
but it is in a diſadvantageous light, 
and merely as ſhe is a foil to her 
amiable contraſt Eliza, who has the 
art of appearing ſo unconſcious of 
her own ſuperiour merit, that, were 


it not a reflection on her underſtand- 


ing, I ſhould verily conclude, that 
ſhe believed herſelf entirely upon 
an equality with this piece of artifi-· Wl 


ccial deformity. 


* 
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With the occaſional company and 


converſation of the above - mentioned 
0 Ineighbours, and our valuable morn- 
bo ing amvſements, which we conſtant- 
1 ly repeat, we vary our lives here 
Very agreeably, pleafing and pleaſed 


with each other. 


Madam Luna has now made one 


W entire revolution ſince my arrival at 
Ws this bliſsful ſeat, and is a ſecond 
time declining ; tell me then inge- 
= nuouſly, my friend, if you do not 
W begin to think, it is time I ſhould 


remember, there is fuch a place on 


1 ; this terreſtrial ball as Bentleychall. 


Alas! notwithſtanding my affe&- 
ed gaiety, it is with the utmoſt re- 
luctance I admit the recollection, as 
I have great reafon to apprehend, 
that the remedy I fought in this 
retirement for my former diſagree- 
able reflections, will prove an infi- 
nite aggravation of them. g 


A 
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I ſhould be a firanger to theſe Wil 


tender . ſenfations, were you, the 


companion of my heart, within my 

reach, and, inſtead of dreading, as 4 C 

I really do, the approaching hour WF": 
of my departure, I ſhould welcome 
it as the happieſt of my life; but 
Bentley-hall with only Daniel and Wi 
his hounds is more terrible to my 
apprehenſion than even the deſerts 
of Arabia would be, either with you, 


or the company I now enjoy. 


To ſeparate myſelf from my good 
tutour, his agreeable wife, and the 
much more agreeable Eliza is a | 

taſk,. I am convinced, I ſhall per- 


form with a very ill grace, but J 


muſt ſubmit to cruet neceflity, and 5 


perhaps the ſooner the better. 

Il am reſolved, therefore, this very 
day, Monday Auguſt the ath, to 
communicate my intention of leav- 


ing them; ſo adieu for the preſent, 


my much love friend, and expect 
| Ne] to 
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Wo receive my_ next from another 
Place. 

= Y7/coy morning. Hem am I got 

gain to my ſcribbling without hav- 

Wong had ſufficient courage to put my 

1 eſterday s reſolntion in practice. 

As you are at fo great a diſtance, 

I will boldly acknowledge to you 

au my weakneſſes, though l have 
Win reality too good an opinion of 
your candour, to ſuſpe& you to be 

capable of rallying a friend under 

1 ſuch difagreeable circumftanites, had 

vou neither ſea nor land to intercept 

Vour will; and in this confidence I 

give you the particulars of my pre- 

(ent condition. 

My countenance has abſolutely 
WT contracted an unuſual chagrin, and 
many fighs involuntarily eſcape me, 

inſomuch, that this amiable family 

have acknowledged that they are 
both alarmed and ſurpriſed at the 
ſudden alteration, fo apparently viſi- 

n ble 


rr eG 
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ble in my countenance and deport-. 


ment. 


They are far, however, I am cer- 
tain, from ſuſpecting the cauſe, as if 
I intimated, the morning after my 
arrival, my motives for making them 
A viſit at that juncture, and I doubt 
not but they expe& my continuance | 


with them, at leaſt for three months, 


I know not why, but I really ex- 1 


perience ſome new and ſome extra- 


ordinary, ſenfibilities, which 1 can i 


no more account for than my friends 


can for my altered looks and beha- 1 
viour. 


The i image of the lovely Eliza i is f YL 


ever occurring to my imagination, 


which occafions a pleafing ſoftneſs 4 | 


in my heart, I do not wiſh to loſe. 
It is not love, my Frank, I forbid 
that conſtruction, but it is owing to 
a very ſtriking reſemblance, be- 
tween my dear mother, and this 
worthy girl, both in perſon, man- 


ners, 
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ners, and diſpoſition; whoſe me- 
mory, you are ſenſible, I have ever 
= cheriſhed with the moſt tender re- 


gard, I can now form an imper- 


= fc judgement of what the ſepara- 
= tion from ſuch a woman muſt have 

coſt my father. Nor, indeed, did 
ne ever entirely conquer that afflic- 
WS tion to the laſt hour of his life. I 
wonder, in reality, that he ſurvived 
it fo long; but he had my brother 


and I, in ſome meaſure, to divert 


his thoughts, whereas who ſhall I 


have to perform that friendly office 
by me when— when what —1 ſtart 
at my own reflections, but am not, 
however, diſingenuous in adding, 
when I am ſeparated from this agree- 
able family. | 

I am not ſufficiently compoſed 'at 
preſent to enter into a cloſe exami- 
nation of myſelf, but the next ac- 
count you hear from me, ſhall be 
perfectly clear, and free from ambi- 


guity, 
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guity, until which I ſhall remain al 


uſual, 
Tours, AH 
A. B. 
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Frank, I thus haſtily reſume i 
| my pen to tell thee, I have Bi 
met with my puniſhment, ample $ 
puniſhment, for attempting to im- | 


poſe both upon you and myſelf. 


You, undoubtedly, have found Y 


me out long ago, for 1 perceive on 


caſting my eye curſorily over my 1 
-undifpatched letter, that the amia- 


ble Eliza has begun, and ended 
every line; but take my confeſſion 


in form, and then abſolve me, it 


you _ 
Several days elapſed, before [ 
could fo far ſubque my heart-felt 


| weakneſs, as eyen to flatter myſelf 
. ] 
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Vas equal to one advance towards 
Þ ſeparation from this family. But 
Whis morning (too early for me to be 
WWuſpeted of wanting valour) I per- 
B. Wuaded myſelf, that one ſtruggle 
one was ſufficient, to conquer my 
ale pufillanimity, and that that hour, 
or never, it muſt be put in execu- 
"nf tion. 
s therefore, went down to break- 


as 


. | 
| 9 faſt brimful of reſolute and heroick 
= intentions, when, entering the par- J 


2 Jour, I was ſurpriſed to find no One Þ 
19 but my tutour at the tea · table, | 
| | ; 
= which were placed only two' . 1 
and ſaucers inſtead of the wonted 
5 number) and with vifible dejection ; 


: R in his countenance. My heart felt ] 
an alarm it could hardly ſuſtain, and | 
F = 1 enquired with much trepidation, | f 

where Miſs and Mrs. Parker were. 
The good Divine, with an emotion | 
he vainly endeavoured to ſuppreſs, 


f 1 reply ed, 2 9 dear child is taken 
[| ſud- 


| replyed Mr. 
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ſuddenly ill; my wife is with helf | 


in her apartment, and begs your ex: 


cuſe for not attending at breakfaſt.” | 
A clap of thunder, though eve i. 


ſo tremendous, could not have ope- 


rated more ſtrongly upon my foulf 8 


than this intelligence. Suddenly ill 
repeated I with the utmoſt agitation, 


Miſs Eliza taken ſuddenly ill; when, i : 
recollecting myſelf a, little, J fail 
with rather more compoſure, I hope, 


the is in no as HAY *© hope not, 
arker, but as our 


Eliza has neyer had the ſmall-pox, 


every trifling diſorder fills us with 3 
apprehenſions. 1 tremble, conti. 


nued the good. man, to find my ff. 


fedtions ſo entir ely engroffed (as 1 
have now reaſon to — convinced | 


they are) by this dear girl, -left for 


my puniſhment the Almighty fhould | 


deprive me of her; I am, indeed, 


highly culpable, for 1 have made 2 
weaſure, an idol of her, without 


Con- 


; 4 2 
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WE onfidering, that ſhe was, perhaps, 
au lent me for a tryal, and to bring 
re by her early departure to a con- 
Piction of the frailty and prefump- 
tion of my heart in thus daring to 
| er- a piece of mortality.“ 
I Was unable to offer the leaſt 
Wconſolation to this good parent, and 
Wtherefore a profound filence enſued 
1 during our ſhort breakfaſt, our ap- 
petites ſympathizing with each other. 


3 At length , the phyſician already 1 


mentioned, having been ſent to, J 
", arrived, and threw me by his hor- j 
th rid und unexpected appearance into F 
. freſh diſcompoſure and diforder. f 
f. Hie was conducted u pſtairs by the f 
I fond father, and I * — their re- | 
0 1 turn, with the agitation of a con- 
o demned criminal, flattered with the 
d expeRtation of a reprieve; :- 
d, Atlaft the man of Hkill and co f 
pious periwig quitted the dear girl's 


ut Try and entered the parlour, 
of 1Þ where 
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where I ſtill continued. - Though! 7 
had been at the utmoſt pains to pre. 
pare myſelf for his reception, I en · 
quired rather too haſtily after hi , 
lovely patient. The phyſician de. 
clared, in terms that did honour to AK 
the faculty, that the ſymptoms were 
| certainly very favourable, but à Mic. 
certainly denoted: the approach of 
diſagreeable diſtemper; but, added 
| he, as Miſs, Parker's habit of body 
is naturally good, I hope, there is no 
w danger. Is it the ſmall-pox then? 
= igterrogated I with, viſible diſorder, Wi 
E Undoubtedly, Sir, replyed this great ic 
man; and I have preſcribed aecor- il 
dingly ;. there is a draught to be 
4 taken, added he, immediately: you'll iti 
Meaſe to let it be ſent for, addteſ: . 
Gag himſelf to Mr, Parker, as ſoon Wil 


| as your ſervant returns. I took the i 

i | liberty of ſending him a couple of 
= miles about, to deliver a meſſage for p 
me, but he cannot be long. | i 


PINT” 
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4 | 1could ſcarcely contain myſelf at 
She conclufion of this ſpeech. My 


beloved: Eliza to be neglected for 
other buſineſs upon earth ap- 


iv EE to me highly unreaſonable, 


nd I therefore inſiſted upon carry- 
P's doctor Dent's preſcription my- 


Welf to the - apothecary, leſt Miſs 


al 42 Par her might ſuffer by the delay. 


My tutor ſtrenuouſly oppoſed me 
Fin this particular, and ſaid, he was 


he propereſt perſon to perform that 
Woftice, but I could not perſuade my- 
elf, that even this affectionate father 
9 could do this important buſineſs ſo 
„ ffectually as your humble ſervant; 
WI therefore catched up the preſcrip. 
on, and, upon the wings of love, 
few to this ſubordinate of the ſong 
4 of Aſculapius, or rather their co- 


operator. 


I waited while the FAY ARR 


| pharmaceutick prepared the pre- 
© icribed potion, and then with the 


D 2 quick 
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quickeſtdiſpatch conveyed 1 it to my 
tutor. I 
Had Mr. Parker's mind been le; 

diſcompsſed, he would have eaſiy 


was actuated, nor have imputed 


had ever before experienced, 


to attend me into the garden as uſu- 
: al, but J declared that, unleſs he 

j would treat 'me in a friendly and} 
| unceremonious manner, nor give me il 
{ the leaft reaſon to ſuſpe that I oc- Wl 
$ caſioned him the ſmalleſt conſtrain; 
23 I would quit his houſe immediately, | 
4 Upon this declaration we ſeparated, 
| : the good Divine retiring to his cloſet, 
1 and your diſconſolate friend (now 
| ; the indiſputable lover of Eliza) . 
| | rolled into the gamen: | 
7 e Alle! 


— — 
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penetrated the motions by which 1 


that merely. to the natural goodnek} 1 
of my diſpoſition, which was incited 
by much tenderer ſentiments than 


Mr. Parker, afterwards, offered ic 
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Alas! how changed the ſcene-; 
Ihe walks, the ſhades, the melody of 
Pirds, the beauty of the flowers yield- 
Ed no more to me the leaſt delight. 


he ſo much frequented alcove, in 
hich I had enjoyed ſuch heart-felt 


Patisfaction, only contributed to in- 


rreaſe my uneaſineſs. A train of 
wounding reflections obtruded them- 
Wclves to my imagination, and I 


1 could not help often repeating to 


Wmyſclf, There was the dear creature's 


1 gat, to which, | perhaps, ' ſhe will. 
never, never more return; there 
oni ſbe talk; good” Gods, how ſhe 
vonld talt! F then, in order to di- 
ert my thoughts, gathered a roſe, 
and would have contemplated its 
beauty, but in vain it only brought 
to my recollection Calims lamen- 
(ation for the abſence of his: admired: 
hebe, which I think ſo very naiu- 
* ral and Poeten that I will make no, 


* 3 | apo» 


-.. 
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apology for indulging myſelf wit Wi 
tranſcribing the whole fﬀanza, 


« Roſe, du bs 133 of thy delicars hue? to 
* And where is the violet's beautiful tus? Fr 
_ ® Does ought of its ſweerneſs the bloſſom 


„ „ Deginde?..:, {- , 
0 Thar meadow, thaſe daiſies, why do they | 
| x not ſmile ? | 3 # | 
Ah rivals „I fee, what it was that you dreſt, 
Aud made yourſelves fine for; a place in e 


= 88 —— — 
% 


her. breaſt. I J 

« You put on your colours, to pleaſure her . 

= To be Bu by her band, on her beſo Wc 
g ; | to dis,” | 8 2 


Yin know, Frank, I * never n 
had this diſtemper, yet ſuch is m)] p 
infatuation, that I hall induſtrjoully. Wil 
preſerve it 6 ſecret, leſt I ſhould be: BW 
which would be: worſe. to me than. 
deaths Fam, therefore, determined, 
at all events; to preſerve * con- 


Nuri me! 


Haring 
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ay | Having ſpent ſome time in the 
Wnmanner I have deſcribed, I returned 
Wo the houſe, but my heart, as I ap- 
Wproached, underwent the moſt ter- 
ile palpitations, left I ſhould hear 
ome bad news concerning my 
Eize. Happily my fears were 


1, Wnecdleſs, for ſhe continued much 
che fame till the third day, when 
er diforder began to ſhow itſelf, | 
and proved to be a very favourable j 


bort. We were fo happy as to have 
period put to our ſuſpence the ſe- 
oem day, the diſtemper arriving 

then to ſo early a crifis, that her 


vas quite out of danger. There is, = 


0. 8 2pprehended would have come upon 
„chem. How fhall I tell you, that I. j 
- Wy Have been this afternoon. ſeized with 4 
ſſcckneſs and pain? but before I would. | 
ſoffer the phyſician to examine my 
D 4 pulſe, 


„dns virtuous family, which they little 
i 


22 
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pulſe, (too conſcious of the diſorder 


by which I ſuppoſed myſelf attacked) 8 
I begged to ſpeak with my tutor in Wi 


private. 


My friend, faid I, what apology AJ 
ſhall I make to you for bringing this 
new affliction upon you? I am afraid, 
I have caught this 'unhappy infec· 
tion, and am ſenſible the ſymptoms il 


are not the moſt promiſing. I muſt 


beg, you will take care of theſe few 


papers, and ſhould the conſequence 


of my indiſcretion prove fatal, I en- 


treat you will yourſelf examine the 
contents in the preſence of my bro- 


ther Daniel, and take the ond 
of informing. him, that I declared 
to you, it was my laſt will and 


teſtament, and put by me as ſuch 


into your hands.” 


Lou cannot be ſurpriſed, know- 


ing what you do of my heart, when 
I tell you, that I have entitled my 


| Eliza by the deeds, with which 1 
have 


* 


C&S bay ©, hd 
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re intruſted her father, to all my 


WWpcrional eſtate and effects, reſerving: 
only a ſmall legacy or token of re- 
nemberance for you, as, by inherit- 
ing the paternal part, my brother 
W will acquire more than, I fear, We. 
vill make an honourable ufe of. 


I am well acquainted with. me 


ſmall proviſion Mr. Parker i is 977 
o make for this amiable girl, and 
N therefore, c confidered this Aden 


merely as a common act of juſtice, 
as it was my intention, if I had eſ- 


caped, or if I. ſurvive this malady, 
to ſollicit her. mae Een PE: the. 


whole. 5 binge: 260): dt; 


—4 never r yet given the 1 


intimation of, nor have I informed 

this worthy man, of what nature the 
papers are, 15 lodged i in his cuſ 
tody, but have ſpecified my, motives: 


at large in the preamble. to.my will. . 


Paved > ; i Mr. : 
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Mr. Parker appeared moſt fen- Wl 


fibly affected, boch at my erpref. n 


ſians, and the cauſe of them; but it 


was in vain for him, to reflect that | x 0 
this evil might have been avoided by 


my having timely quitted his family. 
Without allowing 


would endeavour to 
me at Mr. Srmpſon's, for I am de- 


t ermined not to become an incum- | 


brance to this family.” 


<©Fhat, J aſſure you, you albuch, 2 | 


returned Mr. Parker: th 2 friendly 
warmth, for I would as ſoon part i 
with my own child, as turn you out 
under fuch circumſtances.” You 
ſhall have your own apartment pre- 
pared for you, and I will endeavour 


to procure you a good nurſe. It is 


in vain * you, to ggpoſe my refo- 
lotion, Folic he, perceiving L 
was 


him time to reply, 
Ireſumed, 11 Sir, your friendly i 
Concern in your countenance, but | iſto 
have further to requeſt, that you 
get a room for 
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nit to my management. But let us 
ot be too premature in our judge- 


eee we proceed any farther . 
The phyfician was furnmoned im- 
Nediately, and ſoon confirmed our 
eee and, afſuming a moſt 
Nolorous countenance, added, that, 

che young gentleman was ſenfible 
e never had had that diſorder, and 


* 


E moſe to expoſe himſelf in the pens 


er he had done, it would have 
een proper to have made ſome 
NY phyfical preparation, that he might: 


| But whatever may be the confe-- 
Wuence of this alarming diſtemper, 

Wo not you, my dear friend; impute» 
Either raſhneſs or preſumption to me, 


having thus expoſed myſelf to a 


if Fontagion which, perhaps, might 
15 overtaken me, had I attemptod 


fly from it. I could not have 
D 6 anſwer⸗ 


4 | was about to reply) for you ſhall ſub- 


ents, but conſult Mr. Dent, be- 


| 3 have takenthe infection more kindly. 5 


„ 
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anſwered it to my conſcience to hay: 

_ ruſhed into a certain danger am 
more than I can reconcile either 6 
my reaſon or religion the notion i 

| e eſcaping the hand of Providence. Von 

1 may, poſſibly, be inclined to place 

f my conſcientiouſneſs on this occaſion 
' to another cauſe ; do what you plea il 
by it, I am all ſubmiſſion, but nut 
declare you to be an incompeten 
judge of the reafonableneſs or pro- 
priety of my proceedings, whil 
your own heart remains untouched 
by the gentle flame with which mine 
has been ſome time inſpired. 
My pen and ink is ſeized by ny 
good tutor, which, indeed, I am 
now able to make but very little uſe] 
of farther, and I am only permitted 

to add, that in all conditions, pro- 

ſperous or adverſe, fick or well, nay, 

lif ſome ſyſtems be true) alive of 
dead, I ſhall ever remain yours. 
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* 4 4 


Mr. Bentley being now incapaci- 
tated for writing, 1 muſt inform my 
readers, from true reports, of the in- 
termediate occurrences. 


Mr. Parker was ſincerely diſtreſſ- 


ed, in what manner to break this 


unlucky accident to his wife. He 
knew, ſhe had an extreme affection 
for Mr. Bentley, and apprehended, 

that one misfortune, ſo ſuddenly ſuc- 
ceeded by another, might be too 
much for her (at beſt) but delicate 
ſpirits. However, as it was in- 
evitable, he went into Eliza apart- 


ment, and, after chatting ſome time, 


faid to the good mother, My dear, 
I ſhould be glad to ſpeak With you.“ 
Eliza felt not the leaſt alarm, her 
nurſe being preſent, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Parker withdrew together. 
The good huſband, with the ut- 
moſt tenderniels, begped his dear 
Lovife 


P 
. 
A — <ig * re * pe A 2 
en = 9 


62 Faux Pretoxts, | 
Louiſa not to be ſhocked, but that 
Mr. Bentley was not very well, and 


it was Mr. Dent's opinion, the dif- 


order was likely to prove the ſmall- 
_ -_--- | 

* Good God, cried Mrs. Parker, 
what is it you. tell me!] ſurely, my 
dear, this is very unfortunate,” 

E confeſs it, does appear fo, replied 
Mr. Parker, on the firſt reflection, 
but, perhaps, it may be happy in its 
conſequence; This young gentle- 
man, very probably, might not have 
paſſed his days without this affliction, 


and as he has not now either fathet 


or mother to perform the ſame kind 
offices for him, we have been ſo 
induſtriouſly engaged in for our 
Eliza, where could it have happen- 
ed ſo well; as under the roof of his 
fincere friends? The Almighty has 
been ſo gracious as to ſpare our child 
to our fond: wiſhes, then let us not 
murmur at this viſitation,” = 

2 | Mrs. 
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Mrs. Par ter felt the intended 
AJ ö force- of this argument, and it 


ad the deſired effect upon her 


; © heart. She, therefore, chearfully 


gae due directions for every necel- 


Wl fary preparation, to accommodate 
Wy the unfortunate gentleman in the 
= beſt manner, who by eleven at 
night grew quite delirious. 
Vet even then his imagination was 
= continually employed upon his be- 
bed Ela. The doctor and nurſe 
nad but little hope, his blood, from 


che violent agitations his ſpiriu had 


undergone, being in a very bad ſtate, 
and he was as miſerably affficted by 
W this cruel diſtemper, as any being 
ever was, w who furvived it, and it 


W was apprehended for a hong time 


chat he would have loſt one > of his | 
eyes. 

Ss I this Buena nds. dic 
4 he continue full three weeks, The 
4 2 and e attendeck 
bim 
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him the whole night that was judged 
moſt critical, and expected every 


moment (for ſome hours) to· be hi 
laſt. 3 
| It pleaſed God, however, to ſup- Ml 
port him beyond their expectation, Wi 
and they were convinced by morn- 
ing, the dangerous peried was over. 


With this agreeable news they re- 
vived the drooping ſpirits of M r. and 


Mrs. Parler. As for Eliza, they 


had detained her under various pre- 
tences in her chamber, without the 
leaſt knowledge of Mr. Bentley $ ſuf. 


| ferings, until they had it in thei 


power: to inform her that, he waz 


upon the recovery. 


This was, . 3 4 
effect of that tender conſideration, in 
which they ever held their daugh- 


ter's 1 and not from the wa 


* 
* 
: pre- 
— . * * 
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J precaution ; for the gentle Eliza was 


but too ſenfible of Mr. . Bentley's 


merit, to have enjoyed much tran- 
quillity, had ſhe been acquainted 


with his deplorable condition. 


At the expiration of one fortnight, 


4 after the turn of his diſtemper, this 


gentleman was capable of being 
conveyed into the dining-room, and 
of receiving the eongratulatory com- 
pliments of his friends. 

_ Eliza happened to ſee him, as 7 


was carryed in a chair, unperceived 


by the young gentleman, and was 
extremely ſhocked at the unhappy 
alteration in him, which had oc. 


caſioned the poor lover himſelf an 
infinite ſhare of chagrin. He had 
too much good ſenſe, indeed, to 
ſaffer the leaſt mortification from any 
value he ſet upon his perſon, but he 
was not ſure, that it might not injure. 


him in the eyes of the only woman 
he had ever c of being 


* 


had wrought upon her, attractions 
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approved by; and as lovers are always ill 
tormenting themfelves with unneceſ- Wl 
fary fears, he imagined ſhe could e 
not behold him without both hortour RP 
and diſapprobation. | = 
Hie did the young lady, however, Bl 
great injuftice in his conjectures, for Wl 
notwithſtanding the really felt fome i 
concern at his ſudden metamorpho- 
fis, yet ſhe had a mind incapable of 
being very deeply affected by exter- 
nals, and conſequently whatever ef. 
fed? that alteration might have upon 
her with regard to kb perfor, he 4 
eſteem for his internal qualities fill Wil 
remained onftiken. 
Thefe were the attractions that 


: 


whoſe luſtre was not to be impaired 
by difeaſe, and therefore ſhe felt not 
the leaſt abatement of that cordial 
approbation the had begun to enter-. 
tain of him before her own and his, 
Mlnefs. She ſecretly thanked heaven, 


how- 


i 
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LOWever, that her face had not un- 


Z dergone the fame fate, as fuch an 
j I event, ſhe feared, might have de- 


royed every part of that admiration 


ich Mr. Bentley had: betrayed to- 
ards her 15 more than one o- 


4 1 
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Such were 655 private ebene 


d reflections of this young gentle- 
Wman and lady, when, an accident 
happened which furniſhed them 
EW with an opportunity of diſcovering 
che true ſtate of each other's minds. 
vichdut referve ; but as Mr. Bentley 
vas now become capable again of 
refuming his pen, my readers are to 
Weather their information of it from 


you, 
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'you, that I am reſtored to health, 
but ſuch a ſpectacle, you would be A 
ſhocked even at a deſcription of me. 
have, indeed, been moſt miſc. 
bly. mauled. How I ſhall appea i 
in the eyes of my Eliza, Iknow not, ſl 
but think, I may rely upon le * 
goodneſs of her underſtanding, a 1 | Cc 
well as the excellency of her hear, | 
as a ſufficient ſecurity. for me from i 
contempt ; and pity, you know, i : 
a tender paſſion. : I will give you 
the particulars of this much dreaded 
interview ſome time hence, for 1 
find. myſelf too weak to add any 
more at this junQure ; therefore an = 
bid you adieu. CN —_— 


—— 1 


2 
41 


Nr BENTLEY in continuation. . 


HE day is over, my Frank, Wil 
and I have had the ſatisfae- = 


Ba to diſcover, that the mind of, the K 
dear object of * tendereſt regard i Y | 


| not 
„5 7 
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not within the reach of common ac- 
cidents. 


At eleven o'clock my good tutor 


W repaired to the dining: room, in or- 

der to be ready there to receive and 
= welcome me on my happy enlarge- 
ment, where I was in a ſhort time 
on after conveyed, for you muſt know, 
my feet are ſtill fo tender that J 
am not able to wax. 


He received me with unfcägned 


: pleaſure, and ſhaking me gently by 
© the hand, I do, ſaid he, I do con- 


ſider this as'a happy day, indeed, a 


day ſo much the happier, as I muft 


now confeſs to you, that 1 really de- 
ſpaired at one time of ſeeing it. My 
wife and daughter too will equally 
rejoice with me, as we are now re- 

lieved from an unſ; peakable anxiety.” 
Thus ſpoke the good man; for my 
own part I would freely have given 
an ear, to know, whether my be- 
loved Eliza had ſhown any uncom- 
mon 
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mon ſenſibikty on my account, bu i 


it was a ſtring too delicate to be 


touched upon, I therefore only re. 


plyed, that I had not words to ex- - 


preſs the gratitude I felt for a family, Y , 
who had taken ſo. much care of me, 
during ſo dangerous an illneſs, bu il 


that I could endeavour to requite Wl 


their goodneſs, by making them all 
e returns in my power, for the 


| — I had occaſioned them. 3 
© You owe us no returns, reply- Wl 


ed the worthy man, with all that be · 5 


| nignity of countenance, ſo deſcriptive i 


of the ſoul. it is actuated by. What ] 
we did was only a common act of 
humanity ; the merit of which is to- | 
tally deſtroyed by the refleQion, that 
you. are the ſon of a gentleman 


whoſe memory we ſhall ever revere, | oy 
and the pupil of that man that afford- | 


ed you thoſe little accommodations 
under his roof, which you have the 


; means of purchaſing from the great- 


eſt 
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ſt ſtranger. Another thing too 
Nrhich rendered ſuch an act of hu- 
nanity the more incumbent on us, is 
„bat you had contracted the diſtem- 

err which gave occafion to it, under 
1 dur roof, and by means of that very 
Wfricndſhip which has rendered you 
Wo worthy of the utmoſt we can do 
2.5 repair bug 
A, Sir,” ſaid I.. why ſhould you 
Fendeavour to extenuate a good action 
erely becauſe it is your own, when 
Wt the ſame time you would not fail 
| to extol it in any other perſon ?” = 
6 =_ «© Mr. Bentley, returned he with 


7 Woreat earneſtneſs, if J have rendered 

ou any ſervice, I am ſufficiently re- 

.- 

rayed by your bare acknowledge- 
ments; do not, therefore, hurt me 


vith any more profeſſions of this 
rind, but conſult your own heart, 
and whatever eſtimation you would 
be inclined to ſet upon a fimilar 
I kindneſs to a child of mine, ſuck 
1 only - 


{ 
7 - 
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only I can allow you to ſet upon | 


this.” 


Before I could reply, we were J 
joined by Mrs. Parker and her ami- 


able daughter, the tender and com. 


plaiſant behaviour of whom, parti 
cularly of the latter, abundant 


compenſated for all my ſuffering | : 


and the hours * ai unper =” 


ceived, 


I am now, my friend, in poſſef | ; 
fion of the utmoft felicity. My 


Louiſa and I are no longer a ſtranger 


to the ſentiments of each othert 3 
heart, We enjoy a ſueceſſion of in i 
terview without interruption, and all 
our talk is love. *Twas ever mufick 


when Jhe Jpoke, but now ſhe ſpeaks 1. 


couragement, "tis litele If than rap: 


fare. 1 fancy, I muſt be a very dull : 
correſpondent to a man of your fin i 


_ gular inſenſibility, but Frank take 
the advice of a friend ; lefiſt not the 


i impulſe of this generous paſſion, it 


eve 
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Ever you ſhould feel it, for it 
erainly ennobles the heart, har- 
nonizes the ſoul, and exalts and 
1 Improves every rational faculty we 
ee cndowed with. 

Sir Jobn Darlingtow s ſeat (who 
informed you before is our tutor's 
Woatron) lies about three little miles 
Wdiſtant from our dwelling. His only 
Won had the misfortune, the very day 
of my emerging from my fick-apart- 
ment, to break his leg by jumping 
Wfor a wager with ſome of his com- 
n. WWF panions. The company of Mr, 
and Mrs. Parker was fo earneſtly 
ſollicited on the occafion by this af- 
„flicted family, that they could not 
fe poſſibly refuſe it, and for one whole 


, week they were conveyed in this 
«| gentleman's carriage to Darlington 
| E * 1.0 2 
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to breakfaſt, and not reſtored to uf 2: 
again till ten at night. = 
To Eliza in the mean while wall, 
committed the care and entertain e 
ment of thy happy friend, (who 1 g 5 
every hour ſeemed to make ſome fi- 
ther advance towards a perfect . 
covery) but was forbid by his wii 
phyſician venturing out too ſoon ung 
no leſs penalty than his life. 3 
The ſecond afternoon that I e, es 
Joyed this charming tete-a-t&te, my Mil © 
obliging girl amuſed me with reading Het. 


Th:mpſon's Spring; at the concluſio 
of which is his delightful deſcri pri 


of conjugal ha ppineſs, 
My mind was ſo ſweetly agitated 7 
by the elegance, the delicacy and 
beauty of the expreſſions, and the 
accent, and attractive graces of the Mi 
object, on which my eyes were feaſt- 
ing, 


ng, that I could not refrain from 


Eying, © has not this poet, Miſs | 
BP ker, drawn a moſt engaging 
WSicture of that felicity which ariſes 
om the union of hearts?” „ haves 
Weplyed my fair companion, often 


ad it over with pleaſure and ap- 


Wrobation, and I cannot help think- 


g that my Papa and Mamma have - 


| kperiencedl it in a very eminent 


legree.“ | 
8.1 am really of the ſame opinion, 


Ecturned 1, and I further believe, 
What whoever is ſo happy as to be 


pproved of by Mifs Parker, will 


Pot fall ſhort of her Papa and 


Mamma in point of happineſs.” The 
Þcautiful cheek of my Eliza was 


mmediately painted with a crimſon 


lie, which your friend's vanity con- 
ved into no unfavourable ſymp- 
E 2 tom, 
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tom. + © Doubtleſs, ' proceeded 1, i 
there is a mortal for whom 'this hap. 
pineſs is reſerved, notwithſtanding 7 
he has never viſited here fi nce h | 
arrival.“ 

„ abe you, Sir, modi E. 

za, with the ſmile of a-Madona, i 
there is a perſon-upon earth th 
holds me in the kind eſtimatiaf 
you mention, he has not yet « 
clared himſelf.” | 

6 Then I'll anfwer for him, ix 
terrupted I, with an emotion I half 
not the power to reſtrain, he ha | 
ſuppreſſed the tender ſecret merely ſi 
from the apprehenſion of givin 
you offence, or of not meeting wil 
your approbation. Can ya 
Miſs Parker, can you pardon mii 
if 1 preſume to declare that I ami 
that very condition, and had it na 
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| been for my unconquerable attach- 
Wment to you, I might, perhaps, 


for ſome years at leaſt) have eſcaped 


dne ravage of my late mercileſs diſ- 


emper. For had my life been the 


orfeit of my continuance, I could 
ot have had the reſolution to tear 


yſelf from this happy habitation, 


| Kintill you had ſurmounted this 
Blaming calamity.” | 


Nor do I now repent it,as I might, 


| probably, have been attacked with 


ze ſame violence at ſome future 


Period, and it would be a thouſand 
Wimes more ſatisfactory to my heart, 
What the woman who could gene- 


ouſly accept of me for her com- 


panion through life, ſhould ſee me 
It the very worſt advantage. 


* I dare believe, Mr. Bentley, 


replyed the gentle maid with great 


modeſty and ſweetneſs, would never 
E 3 make 
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make choice of ſuch a li; ht mind, 3 


exteriour accompliſhments could ei 
ther bias or affect. The eye is to 


much expoſed to take in falſe view 
and deceptions for reality, to be. 
truſted on ſuch an important occx 


fion.” 


I confeſs, Madam, faid I again, | 


interrupting her, this declaration «| 


ve abrupt, and, indeed, at thi 
* s | 


.,- 


a „ 1 
Jun 


' fore muſt entreat you to condeſcend i 
| fo inform me with that amiable 

frankneſs, by which your heart i 
governed, whether J am fo «| 


ceptionable in your eyes, as forit 7 
to be impoſſible, by the utmoſt ten- i 


derneſs and aſſiduity, to render my- 
| ſelf 


. | * 


e unintended ; but ſince acci· 

dent and circumſtance has drawn it 

an me, I cannot recede, ther- 
a 
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bie in any degree acceptable to 


you?” 
I really pityed the dear creature's 
apparent uneaſineſs on the occaſion, 
which was, undoubtedly, rendered 


me more ſo, as ſhe had no third 
W perſon to relieve her, and a queſtion 
Jof ſuch importance, ſo cloſely put, 


could not but confuſe her at any 


W time. However, after a little pauſe, 
WJ ſhe replyed, though not without 
moch heſitation; - I am deter- 
W mined, Sir, to adhere to thoſe ex- 


J ccllent maxims of frankneſs and ſin- 


cerity you have been pleaſed to im- 


pute to me, and acknowledge my- 
ſelf fo far fuperiour to the little vanity 
of giving pain to a worthy heart, 
that I do not even wiſh to Poſſeſs 


the power.“ 
Her voice here became quite ex- 
E 4 tinct, 
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tina, and I was obliged to ſooth her | 


into more confidence. . ** What, 


ſaid I, Miſs Parker, why ſhould Bi 
you hefitate on this occafion ? I an | 
no ſtranger to yourſelf or family, na 


is the tender affection I bear you, a 


_ youthful flight. I am but juſt re 
ſtored, as it were, from the brink I 
of the grave. My ſpirits weak, my i 
heart unequal to the torments of ful- i 
penſe. - Then ſpeak it peace, Ma. 
dam, and begin once more thoſe i 
pleafing accents; aſſume the gene- 


tous courage to relieve a friend, 


whoſe happineſs entirely depends | 


upon your ſentiments of him.” 


1, Sir, returned Eliza ſome- 


what reaſſured, was only going to 
add, that Mr. Bentley had very little | 


to apprehend from my ſeverity, a 


it has ever been my cuſtom, ſince | MW 
wa 
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was firſt capable of. diſtinguiſhing, 
to eſteem the friends of my Papa 
and Mamma.” 

My heart bounded with joy at 
this obliging condeſcenſion; ** and 


may 1 flatter myſelf, faid I, that if 


I can obtain the ſanction of that wor- 


thy Papa and Mamma, Miſs. Parker 
will conſent to beſtow her hand 
upon me? What a complication of 


diſagreeable apprehenſions would 


then be baniſhed from my breaſt! 
Could I tell you but half I have ſuf- 
fered from the bare thought of a 


ſeparation, I am ſo well acquainted 
with your humane diſpoſition, as to 


be ſenſible that you would feel the 


utmoſt pleaſure in conferring ſo much 


happineſs. I would not for the 
world diſtreſs you; but if I do not 
preſume too far, I would ſollicit 


E 5 your 


82 FAMILY PrcTvass. 


your kind permiſſion, to propoſe 
myſelf to my much loved friend, as 


the uncertainty my mind has la. 
boured under, I can with preat 


truth aſſure you, has in a very great 
degree retarded my recovery.” 

I have ſuch an opinion of your 
honour, replyed my Eliza with the 
moſt lovely confuſion, that I cannot 
apprehend an impropriety from you, 
nor ſhall I ever oppoſe my Papa's 
authority or inclination.” 

'* You would, doubtleſs, imagine, 
if I was not to tell you, that I gently 
preſſed to my happy lips the almoſt 
unreſiſting hand of my beloved 
girl. Forgive me, I beſeech you, 
ſaid I, the liberty I now take, but 
this [tranſition from a gloomy ſuſ- 
penſe to the utmoſt felicity is too 

| muck 


= 
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s much for me to bear with modera- 
ton.“ . ets Go $r oth te {2 4 
. WH There is a love-ſcene for you 


now, Frank, I may, perhaps, be 
+ WH ridiculous, but I will be faithful. 
You, I doubt not, jeſt af ſcars, be- 
F WH cauſe you never felt a wound, but 
> WI live in fear; your hour is yet to 
+ WH come. Let that conſideration in- 
= duce you to ſpare, as you would be 
ſpared, one who in a humble con- 
fidence of your candour, lenity and 
ſo forth, has here expoſed himſelf 
to the ſeverity of your raillery. 9 2 


N 
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LrrTER VI. 


T T:is now a long, a very long 
time that I have fpent in the ex- I 
pectation of receiving ſome account 
of my much eſteemed friend Silence 
alarms me greatly, and is, indeed, 

an infinite alloy to the fatisfaction! I 
feel in my preſent happy ſtate. 1 
will not, however, ſuffer myſelf t I 
be ſubdued by the bare anticipation | 
of calamities, but proceed to the 
winding up of my innocent amour, 
by the completion of which, I hope, 

I ſhall be relieved from my fuſpenſe I 
and apprehenfions in the manner 
moſt agreeable to my withes. | 

| - I need 
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I need not, I believe, ſuſpect 
vou of ſo little attention to the in- 
tereſting adventures of your friend, 
as to judge it neceſſary to repeat the 
ſituation, in which my laſt epiſtle 
left me and my beloved Eliza. 
Had you, Frank, ever trod the 
ſoft path of affection, you would 
be able to conceive, that Sir John's 
coach fet down Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker at their own habitation very 
unſeafonably, as it happened to fet 
them down at fuch a juncture. 
They very foon reached the dining- 


toom, and exprefſed an agreeable A 
> WH furpriſe at finding that dejection, =_ 
„which had ſo long hung upon my 

e bro, entirely diſpelled. 5 

1 My mind was, indeed, relieved 

2 | from its utmaſt anxiety, but never- 


| | r 
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theleſs my impatience to communi. 
cate my wiſhes to my friend, and 
my beloved's father would-not per- 
mit me to enjoy perfect tranquillity, 
I caſt about, therefore, for an op- 
portunity to introduce it that night, 
but found it utterly impracticable, 
and thus was obliged, much againſt 
my inclination, to poſtpone my in- 
tention till the morning. 

I amuſed myſelf the greateſt part 
of the night in ſuggeſting a proper 
addreſs to my tutor, and notwith- 
ſtanding I had a very probable aſ- 
furance of not only ſucceeding, but 
even of being conſidered as an ho- 


nourable alliance, yet two or three 
bugbears would obtrude themſelves 


to my imagination. 


At length the morning arrived, 


and Put a period to every chimer- | 
, cal, 9 


py Z 0 rn e. 2 


P ty £5 


—— 


bay my mas 


| 
1 


FAMILY PIicTuREs. 87 


cal, as well as real apprehenſion. 
The firſt thing I did was to ſeek 


Mr. Parker, and beg him to- favour 


me with one half hour's private au- 
dience in his ſtudy. The good 
mancomplyed immediately with my 
requeſt, but not without ſome to- 
ken of ſurpriſe ; recollecting, how- 
ever, as he afterwards acknow- 
ledged, the papers I had entruſted 
him with, when ſeiſed with my 
late illneſs, he concluded it might 
be relative to them, 

We took our ſeats Hos and 
I, after two or three preparatory 
hems, began in the manner follow- 
ing: I doubt not, Sir, but my ſol- 
liciting your private ear has a little 
aſtoniſhed you, but it is, indeed, a 
matter of the utmoſt conſequence 1 
have to open to you, and on the 
bes - | ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs of which no leſs than the 
happineſs of my future life depends. 
You, Sir, have the full power of 


determining it without appeal, and 
ſurely Mr. Parker's voice will not 
be agtinſtme;” 

] confeſs myſelf greatly amazed, 
replyed the divine, at this folemn 
introduction. Can Mr. Bentley at 
this time of day want affurances of 
my inclination to ſerve him, if he 


can point out the means? I am for- 
ry he has fo little reliance upon my 
fincerity, -as to entertain the leaſt 
ſhadow of doubt concerning the 
inclination.“ 

« My Joubts, Sir, returned I, are 
not of you, but myſelf. You have 
a daughter, which will eafily ac- 
count for my diffidence, when I tell 
you, it is her I would ſollicit. Can 
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you, Sir, conſent to entruſt me 
with ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure, 


as the happineſs of your juſtly be- 


loved child? Can you accept of me 


for your fon, and think me worthy 
to become the huſband and protec» 
tor of her.? 


Mr. Parker's eyes inſtantly ſparks 


led with pleaſure and approbation; 


and could you, Sir, ſaid he, know 


fo little of your friend's diſpoſition, 
as to queſtion your not being obliged 
in a reſpect, ſo apparently for the 
intereſt of the obliger, as to deprive 
his compliance of every grace ? 
This, continued he, is a happineſs 
and honour I little dreamt of, nor 


could my fondeſt partiality for her 


have induced me to look up to one 
of your fortune and (as he was 
1 to ſay) merits for an eſta- 


bliſhmeng 
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bliſhment for my poor Eliza. Be 
aſſured, Sir, I ſhall beſtow her up- 
on you with a ſatisfaction equal 
to the utmoſt you (as a fond lover) 
can feel in receiving her. I will 
immediately prepare my wife and 
her to give you a reception ſuitable 
to that conſideration your alliance 


entitles you to from ſuch little folks, 


as we are.” 


But Sir, ſaid I, do you think, I 
may flatter myſelf with obtaining 
Mrs. Parker's conſent, As happily 2s 
I have your's?” 

A can anſwer for her, replyed 
he, nor will I pay my Eliza ſo ill 
a compliment, as to ſuppoſe her 
blind to your (you muſt have it, my 
friend, or I ſpoil the ſpeech). great 
merit. I am confident, her heart 
has no previous engagement, — 
Fs a 
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that is a ſufficient foundation for 
every other dependence.” 

I, Sir, am fo happy, returned 
Anthony Bentley, as not to be en- 
tirely ignorant of Miſs Eliza's o- 
bliging fentiments of me, and con- 
feſs, I obtained an indirect per- 
miſſion from her for offering my- 
ſelf to you in the character I have 
done. In ſuch a particular, as the 


approbation of a heart, I hope, you 


will excuſe me, for making my firſt 
application to its immediate poſ- 
ſeſſor. 728 

Had I not proceeded in this man- 
ner, I acknowledge, I ſhould have 
been apprehenfive, - that Miſs 
Parker's inclination had received 
a conſiderable bias from the partial 
recommendations of my friends.“ 
© 1 fincerely rejoice at it, re- 
= | plyed 
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plyed this affectionate parent, as well 
as approve the method you have pur- 
ſued. I am relieved by it from the 
only hard part I ſhould have had to 
act. I know the gentleneſs and im- 
plicit obedience of my child's diſ- 
poſition, and as there is no anſwer- 
ing for the caprice of human incli- 
nation, had this propoſal come firſt 
- from me, her compliance could not 
have been fo evidently the refult of 


her own option, as it now is, and 
Thave the double felicity of obtain. 


ing a ſon unexceptionable beyond 
my moſt flattering expectations, and 
of having the voluntary concurrence 
of the child of my heart indifputa- 
bly confirmed.” 

The appearance of a ſervant, 
def patched by Mrs. Parker, to in- 
form us breakfaſt waited, here broke 

oft 
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off our converſation, and brought 
us immediately into the dining- 
room. 

I will now, my Frank, allow 
myſelf : a few days reſpite from ſcrib- 


bling, as a little time will either 


give me, by the arrival of the Eaſt- 
India fleet, the ſatisfaction of a let- 
ter from you, or determine me to 
add a few more particulars to this, 


and deſpatch it in queſt of you. 


Pleaſed with you I cannot be, un- 
till my anxiety concerning your wel- 


fare is removed, nor will the ſpirit 


of reſentment or unkindneſs ever 
dwell in my heart againſt that 
friend, whom to eſteem and love 
was almoſt the firſt ſenſation it was 
ſenſible of. I therefore ſhall com- 


mit both my paper and cares for 


this few intermediate days to my 
2008 eſcrutoire, 
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eſcrutoire, and ſupport myſelf with 
the light camelion- food of chear- 


ing hope. | 
+$#S44333+4" $40+40+44 
Shall take occaſion, during Mr. 


Bentley's ceſſation from writing, 
to lay before my reader ſome few 
particulars, out of the reach of his 
ene. 
When Eliza retized to 1 cham m- 

ber the evening of the day in which 
Mr. Bentley had declared himſelf 
her lover, ſhe revolved in her mind 
each tender profeſſion he had made, 
and recollected a thouſand inſtan- 
ces, which at the time they hap- 
pened had appeared only as gene- 
ral things, aud confirmed to her 
willing credulity the reality of his 
| een for het, In tlie midſt of 
| theſe 
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theſe pleafing reflections an unlucky 


thought occurred. This was, how 
ſhe ſhould bear a ſeparation from 


her Papa and Mamma, or they 


from her. She then fancied, it 


would be an heroick, as well as du- 


tiful action to ſacrifice the man ſhe 
loved, with every apparent advan- 


tage of his alliance, to her conſider- 
ation for their peace, 


But, interrogated the advocate of 


Mr. Bentley, ſtarting up ſuddenly 
in her heart, will it not be pro- 
moting that very end, to comply 
with the gentleman's requeſt? Will 
it not be inexpreſſibly ſatisfactory 
to them to ſee their daughter ſo 
advantageouſly diſpoſed of; for 
ſurely a man, with a moſt unex- 
ceptionable heart, and in poſſeſſion 

of 
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of ſeven hundred pounds per an- 
num, to make choice of a girl whoſe 
utmoſt expectation is three or four 
hundred pounds, is à moſt extra- 


ordinary circumſtance, At laſt ſhe 


concluded her refle&ions with the 
wiſe determination of ſubmitting 
entirely to the diſpoſition of her 


parents, as ſhe might very eafily do i 


without the leaſt danger of having 
any violence offered to her own in- 
clinations. | 


Eliza had not mentioned one 


ſ ſyllable of Mr. Bentley's declaration 
to her Mamma, as ſhe ſuppoſed 
her lover would' not keep his de- 
figns long ſecret, fo that Mrs, 
Parker was a perfect ſtranger to 
that unuſual pleaſure, which the ſo 
viſibly perceived in the counte- 


hans of oe" beloved: partner, on 
his 


— 
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his taking his ſeat at the t 
table. a Noe he 

dhe felt her. curiofity excited. to 1 
anauncommon pitch on the accownt, 


| but. forbore every enquiry,” 'ull ſhe 
could have: a more convenient op; 


4 


portunity; but Eliza 8 heart imme - 
addately ſuggeſted to her the cauſe, 
and ſhe felt an additional approba 
tion for her lover from his id 
concerning, her. Nan 8 

Doctor Dent called upon them V 
during, their breakfaſting, and le- 


u cared that his patient, was N > 
mazingly n his laſt | 
viſt, wich had been made within | 
the preceeding fou and twenty 
hours, and voluntarily togk off his 
reſtriction of a longer confinement, 
only recommending Caution and 


mode in the firſt IRAſery * 
| "F" 
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| his liberty. Mr. Bentley was de- 
lighted with the thoughts of once 
more breathing the freſh air, and 
reviſiting thoſe. ſhady rechſſes; 2c. 
companĩed by the only object that 
could enable him to reap the true 
enjoyment of them. As ſoon 2 
the doctor had taken his leave; Mr. 
Bentley begged the favour of Eliza 
company into the garden, Which, 
though a common requeſt, the 
could not comply with withont be- 
traying an unuſual conſcioufneſs. 
Mr. Parker was glad to have it 
in his power by the young people: 
Sffurances to communicate the feli- 
- Eity of his heart to his better part, 
as he frequently” called his beloved 
Louiſa" Mrs. Parker's joy was not 
at All inferiour to her huſband's, and 


they "mutually congratulated each 
other 
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ether on this unexpected good for- 


e tune. Lou ſee, my dear, ſaid 
d | Mr... Parker, how amply it has 
6 | pleaſed heaven to teward our dili- 
at L in perſorming only the com- 
ic mon duties of humanity to our 


friend in affliction, by diſpoſing his 
heart to relieve us from every anxi- 
dus ſollicitude for the proviſion and 
diſpoſition of our valuable child, by 
becoming bimſelf her faithful friend 
and — in both Which cha- 
nacters, I am perſuaded, he will 
act agreeably to our utmoſt wiſhes. 
Mr. Bentley having waited: a 
whole week in expectation of a let- 
ter from his carreſpandent, ; in- the 


d Eaſt · Indies, and not received one, 
of he reſumed. his pen, in order to fi- 
1d niſh;and. Gifpatch * —_ he had 


began. f Et A 5 
F 2 Mr. 
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Mer BENTLEY in continuation of, the 
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Durch, my friend, ſomething 


very extraordinary muſt be the 
9 of your unuſual neglect of me. 


My -affeftionate concern for yout 
happineſs and health'compells me 
to complain, and nothing is more 
certain than that I have not "EXPE. 
rienced ſuch a trying circumſtance 
at any period of my life on your 
account, as what I do now." | + 

It is with difficulty I can prevail 
vpon myſelf to continue my trifling 
narrative, from the apprehenſion 
ot your heart being ſo far alienated 
from me, as to be wholley uninte. 
reſted in thoſe petty concerns which 
we have interchangeably remitted 


- hitherto, 
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hitherto, and peruſed with pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction. 


I win, however, be patient for 
a few months longer, from the con- 


fſderation, that I once gave you 


fome. grounds of ſuſpicion with re- 
ſpect tome, which misfortune, not 


inclination, occaſioned. May Hea- 


ven avert ſuch evils from you, and 
grant, that miſtake, not calamity to 
be the baſis of my anxiety: and diſ- 
appointment. I ſhould, by ſuch an 


information, be compenſated fon: all 


my ſufferings. 
I have now to tell. you, that I 
have regained my liberty, and en- 


joy not only the pure air, but the 


purer delight of ſuch a fair, tender 
and obliging companion, as our o- 
riginal parent was bleſſed with | in 
hi s fate of ' innocence, = 
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She kindly accompanied .me in 
my firſt ramble, and I deſignedly 
led her through thoſe walks, in 
which. I had fo feelingly lamented 
the misfortune of her, illneſs, There 
in the moſt emphatick terms I was 
Matter oi, I repeated to her the 
tender cares and ſollicitudes 16. 
Mi experienced. on her account. | 


1144 


ful 8 J was . ao 
ous of che obligation, I now find. 
myfelf under 40. you. 1 did, in- 5 
deed, conceive, .that you would, ; 
boch from friendſhip and the ten- 
derneſs of your nature, ſympathize 
in ſome meaſure in the affliction of 


my good father and mother during 
my ee but chat any conſidera - 
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poſe yourſelf to the ſufferings you 
have endured, I little imagined. I 
think; upon reflection, :nlinbed 
ſhe ſmiling, 1 ought rather to call 


8 


that action raſh, than heroick, as 
combating with a wind- mill or any 


other extraordinary « encounter of the 
famous knight of La Manca would, 


in my opinion, have been muck 
more eligible, than fuch a choice. 


© The word obligation, returned 4 
which you'was pleafed to make uſe 
of in the beginning of your ſpeech, 
Madam, has blunted the edge of 


its fatirical concluſion. I wilt con- 
ſeſs, that the knight you mention 


never ſuffered more for his admired 
Dulcinea than I have done for a 
certain lady near me; but theſe 


flights, Madam, are diſgraceful to 
F 4 the 
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the fentiments I feel. Permit me, 
therefore, to entreat your ſerious 
confideration of the pureſt and moſt 
fincere affection that ever the heart 
of man was infpired with, In you, 
Miſs Eliza, I promiſe myſelf, I ſhall 
find my jeys reflected, and in your 
amiable converſation a remedy for 
all my cares. It is the, mental 
companion, the tender friend, and 

the faithful repoſitor for all the ſe- 
erets of my ſoul, that I expect to 
receive ſrom the hands of that ex- 
cellent man, :whoſe: precepts alone 
could have made me capable of va- 
duing ſo rich a preſent, as I ought. 
have this morning received the 
higheſt confirmation of his unfeign- 
ed eſteem, by his conſenting ſo rea- 
ay to beſtow the worthieſt poſſeſ- 
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ſion he i is maſter of upon me. Miſs 
Parker cannot think me too preci- 


: pitate in thus early ſeeking a period 
to the tormenting ſuſpenſe T have 


| long endured. There is now only 


the Myige of her Mamma wanting 


to render me completely happy.” 


Eliza was going to reply, when 


the perceived her Papa's approach. 


The good man, not ſuſpecting that 


his company at that juncture was 
rather unſeaſonable, was coming'to 
join us. We were, indeed, free 
from thoſe alarms and mortifications, 


which thoſe lovers are ever expoſed 


to, who chooſe to apply for their 


friends and parents approbation and 
conſent at the period of their court · 


ſhips, or, perhaps, not ll after the 


e of the N 


F . 5 
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Were I writing for the preſs, I 
would here .warn the tender, un- 
experienced maid from conſenting 
to private interviews, even with the 
man whoſe intentions were truely 
nourable, as the dexterity,” which 
cla ndeftine meetings require, would 
but too robably rife 1 1n Judgement 
a gainſt 12 er, at a time, when the 
ml ke leaſt expect it; | for life i is ſub- 
je to ſueh an infinite variety of 
changes and chances, and the mind 
of man fo  frequenth affected 'by 
them, t at it is twenty t to one bat 
the fame ation, which was by che 
obliged 1 lover magnified int the ge- 
NEFOUS and meritorious, would by 
the reflecting huſband” de con- 
demned, as the effect of à too fer 
tile invention, and a mind turned 
for „ and ſo ingenious are 

mortals, 
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mortals, when they are diſpoſed to 
torment either themſelves, or the 
object of their abated affection, thas 
they can wreſt a ſmile into an im- 
propriety, and conſtrue a leſs ſuſ- 
picious action, than what I 
have mentioned, into a Ikvity of 
heart, unworthy their eſteem. 

If a man has a real affection for 
a woman, what neceſlity is there 
for all that ſecreſy? Ought not the 


approbation of his friends to be con- 
fulted? or if 233 from caprice 
or prejudice, time m ght, perhaps, 
overcome thoſe impediments; and 
where eſteem, not paſſion, is the 
motive by which they are actuated, 

ſurely to ſecure the intereſt or. hap- 
pineſs of a beloved objedt, whole 
yearn, would not be ſpent in vain, 
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I pity thoſe young creatures, who 
raſhly ruſh into a ſtate, from which 
«they can never diſentangle them- 
felves, without conſidering and 
guarding againſt diſagreeable con- 
tingences; the largeſt ſtock of love 
being but very inſufficient ſecurity 
either for peace or happineſs, if 
| friends are to be diſobliged, for- 
| tune forfeited, or any other advan- 
tageous proſpec̃t to be obſeured by 
4 the, withed for union. It is ſetting I 
out under fuch threatening auſpices, I 
28 qught , to deter all from entering 
upon it, and Will, except the 
thoughtleſs and unwary. The te- 
cent conduct of one of this latter 
ſtamp ledme into this digreſſion 
which, I hope, you. will pardon. 
But to return. Mr. Parker en- 
tered the alcoye, « Eliza, my 
; | dear, 


e e 
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dear, ſaid he, at the requeſt of your 
generous lover I. am henceforth. to 
conſider you both as my children, 
I have revealed the agreeable news 
to your mother, at whoſe defire I 
thus act the common paxent (taking 
bis daughter 's hand, and preſenting 
it to me with an honeſt grace) in 
beſtowing you, beyond the extent 


of our- fondeſt” ambition, upon this 


worthy gentleman, (mind that, 
Frant) and if a father's prayers and 


bleſſings can avail you, you will en- 


joy many, very many ſucceſlive 


years of happineſs ,* ; 


I have now, my friend, ebend 
ded my little love-hiſtory, with 


which alſo I will conclude this let- 


ter, and do beſeech you, if chere 


ſhould not be an epiſtle on its voyage 


to me, that you would immediately 
deſpatch 
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deſpatch one on the receipt of this 
letter, unleſs the tranquillity of your 
friend is become of no conſequence, 
and you are determined to caſt him 
off for ever. Adieu, 8 beſt wiſhes 


ever autend wow > na A laTy 
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"A few days after Mr. Bentley had 
lent * the Adee letter, he was ſur- 


care it ha pe 19 


neglected 1 ſending aps it untill he 
bad e arrived in ade ſome 


| 
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Wee 
Week to Mr. BENTLEY. 


Dear Sir, , net 1h 


THINK myſelf bound 4 by our 
long friendſhip and the real af- 


ſedion I bear y t make you ac- 
9 with a certain change in 
Y condit tion, which miiſt inevi- 
ably occafion a diſagreeable change 
inmy ma manner of life. I am no longer 
that Frank Taylor you eſteem, but, 
alured by: 4 golden bait, 1 have fas' 
crficed my peace, my liberty, and 
am becbme a huſband to'a woman, 
poſſeſſed of no one accompliſhaitiy 
or recommendation upon earth, ex- 
cept thirty thouſand pounds. My 
tends I am obliged to renounce, 
and am almoſt a priſoner in my own 
| houſe, 
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houſe, in conformity to the ſtrange 6 
diſ poſition of an uninformed and 
capricious female. I have, .indeed, 
the ſatisfaction of contemplating a. MW 
bundance of yellow ore, but neither IM 
me means, privilege nor power of y 
enjoying it. No time may recon- WM + 
eile me to the character Ha, hen- n 
pecked huſband, N r lighten my b 
chains, I know not; but at preſent fl 
I would willingly diſengage myſelf 
at che expenſe af a limh. Our in- 
nocent correſpondence that has been, 
1 verily believe, on each part, for 
+ many years purſued with unabated 
alacrity and delight, I am compelled 
t fenounce. Were I not perfeciiy 
acqua inted wih your humanity, 
confideration and fidelity, I would 
never have ſubmitted to this con- 


— confeſfion ; but no one 
| ſhall 


- 
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ſhall deprive me of the felicity of 
your company and converſation, 
which, I hope, in a very few 
months to be able to enjoy, untill 
which time I entreat you to ſuſpend 
your cutiofity concerning me. Judge 
me candidly, and be aſſured, that, 


notwithſtanding my heart has once 
been ſiibdued by ſordid ambition, it 
till retains its wonted attachment to 
you, and impatienily wiſhes for an 
opportunity of giving you a verbal 
explication of the dark and conciſe 
hints-which this paper contains. 


May: you obtain the amiable abject 


of your generous affection, Iam in- 
clined to believe, you will not fail 
of happineſs, for I now entirely. ſub- 
ſeribe in my judgement to that r. 


tion * Prior 8. VIZ. 


That 
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That which makes our lives delightful 


prove, a 
1 a gern ſufficiency 85 Wve: 


— I have In my 'aQions run 
exactly counter. A few months will, 
however, reſtore me to my native 


country, and 1 will hope,” that my 
much loved Anthony will then, in 
ſpite of my unworthinels, afford me 
a cordial welcome. The'' pentle- 
man, who has Kindly: undertaken. 
the delivery” of this doo important 
letter to be entrufted to a con 
conveyance, Waits whilſt I ume; 
on which account-1 muſt bid you z 
laſt adidu, untill we meet upon tho 


happy Engliſh hore. I am in every 
particular (except one) what your 


kindeſt . nn defire 
me. %%% 


p. 7 — 
Mr. 


2 I 


FF with. . <8. 26... it. a2. 
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Mr. Bentley repeatedly ran over 


Tie aboye..epittle., with equal con- 


dern and ahogiſhment. and ſubmit= 


e4with the ytrat.reluftance to the 


vel necallity; his friend layed him 
under of waiting bis return for an 


aplanation of his, ſtrange conduct, 
I was a Work of ſeveral days to 
luke off the moni fication and cha- 


nin this letter brought upon him, 
aer ould ſo ſhort a time have ef-. 
laced it, had he been in an other 


ompamy than that of his Bha, 


who uſed every obliging method ſhe 


could deviſe to baniſh this cauſe of 


diſdontent from his breaſt, nor were 
ber kind efforts unſucceſsful. 


5 Three 
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Three months paſſed rapidly - þ 


way, the lovers enjoying each o- 


thet's. company without reſtraint lf 


imerruption, when' Mr. Bentley be- 
gan to grow ſollicitous to bring the 


duſineſs of his heart to a conclufion. 
He was apprehenſive, leſt ſome un- 


ſortunate accident mi ght intervene, 


if he too long delayed the — | 


pliſhment- of his" happineſs," an 


therefore earneſtly beſought his — 


24 to conſent to an eurly day.'': She 
| decline@it as long aspoſſible; bot 


being clofely- preſſed on all -fides, 


new year's day was at laſt appointed, 


to which it * er wages; A 


weeks 5 ono 119 475 


M.. — woul have bad! his | 
mather's.jewels new ſet as a preſent I 
for his bride, but had. not quite ſo 
much confidence in his brother, as 


to 


3 
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0 chooſe to entruſt him with his 
I He, itesefore, determined to 
W defer; it untill ſome, future day. He, 


however, Wrote to Mr. Daniel Benr- 
ly, and+jacquainted him with bis 


intended change of condition, beg- 
nd the-houſe might be as well pre: 
WW pued as poſſible, and concluded 


hy inviting hm to his nuptialss. 

Daniel ſ was greatly chagrined at 
bis unexpected news. He curſed 
ia intended ſiſter moſt heartily, and 
wiſhed} his brother had had @ taſte 
or the pleaſures of the chaſe; as that 
would have ſecured him from bring» 


ing home a pert-minx to ſubvert all 


he ancient cuſtoms of Bentley- hall. 
This marriage, was, indeed a ſtroke 
Y te little espected. He" had expe 


lo i nenced+ during his brother's abſence 


what he called a full enjoyment. of 
"0 life, 
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life, which amounted to an exemp. 


tion from expenſe; 4 daily hazard. 


ing of his neck in the noble purſuit 


cf 2 mitetable defeuſeleſt animal, 
aund clofing the evening in à total] 
fubverfion of reaſon. - Arebony's cel. 


lars (in the refinect language of this 


fportſman) had bed freely; his 
- horſes had been haraſſed to death, 
and his ſervams had houriy trembled] 
at oaths they were 9 . | 


"ned tohear, . 


— onto ichs daa | 
wt the abſence of their good i 


maſter, and impatientiy wiſhed his 
return. A general fatisfaQtion, 
therefore, diffuſed itſelf through the 
whole family on the receipt'of that 
letter, which had fo different an ef- 
ect upon their temporary gover- 
-nour, and more eſpecially, as it con- 

tained, 


= => 9 K. e. =. £& 


— 
— 


8 
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fined the agreeable; information of 
the addition of a miſtreſs, who, they 


doubted not, would ſoon re ſtore 


that heart: felt tranquillity they had 


enjoyed during the life of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bentley, for there was not one 


ſervant at Bentley-hall that had not 


lived there a dozen or ſixteen years. 
Service there was an eftabliſhment, 
in inheritance | to the worthy, nor 
were they ever diſcharged, but for 
ſome flagrant misdemeanour, They 


abundantly experienced plenty and 
eaſe, though ſtrangers to the luxury 


of card- money, board - wages, and 
pecuniary: rewards. from their maſ- 
ters friends, who were either ad- 
mitted to his table, or indulged 
with a few nights lodging. 
Bentley hall was not upon the 
footing of an inn, nor at the depar- 


ture 


| 
| 
| 


had, in return for his company, re- 
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ture of a gueſt was the court- yard 
crowded- with inſolent domeſticks, 


to pick the pocketsof that man, who 


cetved the: 8 bed ora 
dinner. Pots wt ee 4c 141 WIN þ 

At Lergenche 4 00 that was Wl f 
to gire EHiñ Parker: to Mr. Ben- b. 
Ry. Sir John Dar lingtum and his la- WM v 
dy were at tlie ceremony, which was 
performed by the good parent him- 
ſelf, © his Patron taking upon him 
the diſpoſal of the lady. Never 
was à wedding - day kept with ſuch 
propriety, decorum and delicacy. 
Every ſpecies of coarſe and unbe · 
coming mirth and ribaldry was ba - 
niſned. This polite, though ſmall I 
party, and the pleaſures they en- 


Joyed, were ſuch, As did honour to | 
i at , their 


* * 
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beir own delicate taſtes, and ought 

10 —— to * _ a . 

ent caſt. a 
The day NI r. Daniel Brandy» was 
zppriſed-of-it; was kept at the hall, 

bot by creatures of a very different 

s Wl ſtamp, and conſequently their cele- 

- WH bration of it widely differed from 

- WH what we have already - deſcribed. 
the whole fraternity of the 
reighbouring fox-hunters were in- 

vited, and an entertainment provi- 

ded fuitable to the keen appetites of 

that worthy body. Ihere certain · 

ly was a very confiderable conſump- 

tion of veniſon, poultry,” wines, &. 
inſomuch, that none of the good 
company were either in à capacity 

or 17 ow” of — that 
night." 8 


- 


{8 Had 
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Had Mr. Hegarth been admitted 


to a view of theſe mid-night-revel- 
lers, the Publick- might have been 
preſented with a piece by no means 
infetiour to the greateſt of that inge- 
nious -- artiſt's productions. Such 
repreſentations, if rightly conſideted, 
- wonld be highly beneficial to ſociety 
in general, by properly expoſing 
the odiouſneſs of à vice too much in 
practice, and whilit we only. do 
juſtice to the ſkill of the artiſt; we 
do injuſtice to ourſelves, and diſap- 
point-the end for which, genius was 
given. Our divexfions, .;our taſte 
for. paintings or authors might, be 
rendered not only innocent, but 
| profitable, if under proper reſtric- 
tions. But ſo long as we admire 
paintings merely on account of the 


Mug ſtrokes we find in them, 


£3 authors 


the 
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authors for their wit, and amuſe- 
ments for being only faſhionable, 
ve ſhall continue in danger of 
s I cendering abſcenity familiar to us by 
E obſcene. ; ; partraitures, | of corrupting 
our morals. by profane writers, and 
of ſpending our time unworthily. by 
implicitly following the example of 
a few, who conſider. themſelves as 


enempt by their rank and  fortund 
from-, obſerving the rules of pros 


priety, good manners, or even N 
ſenſo - | 


The e pair ſ bent ite ab 
with their delighted parents, in 
which time every thing was prepa- 
red for their journey into Hertford- 
hire. They ſtrongly ſollicited/Mr: 
and Mrs. Purer to! accompany 
e chem home; but they declined it, 

N and ptomiſed to viſit them in about 
* 945 G 2 three 
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three months. Eliza felt, indeed, 
ſome filial pange at this ſirſt ſepara- 
tion from her indulgent father and 


mother, but they were furpriſinghy | 


ſhort of what ſhe expected, and 


notwithſtanding her duty and 'af- | 
ſection for them was not in the leaſt 8 
degree abated; yet ſhe voluntarily | 


complyed with that command” in 


boly writ, of quitting father and 


mother, and of . her buf: 
band. 


riot they had expected as à thing of 


courſe, the family were ſurpriſed by | 
the appearance of this new voiture, 


vedio * the arms. of both 
the 


Mr. Bentley had, without the 
knowledge of his bride, provided: | 
genteel garriage for their convey- i 
ance, and on the morning of their 
departure, inſtead of the hired cha · 


D S 


ty. 82 


S 
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the families. Their laſt adieus were 
extremely tender, but as they part- 
ed, and were left in paits, their di 
vided grief ſoon ſubſided. 

. Anthony: and his Eliza felt plea- 
fires they had ever 'before been 


rangers 1 to, and though the ſeaſbn 
was not the moſt eligible for travel- 
ling, they were inſenſible of ever 
inconvenience; In conver ſing val 
exch other they forgot all time, and, 
Vuvithout either impatience or fatigue; 
in three days reached the ſeat of the 
Bntleys. | 
Daniel was drawn forth io the 
beſt - advantage to feceive his "new 
lter, and, to tay the truth, ac · 
itted himfelf ; in the firſt compli- 
vente with a very tolerable grace. 
Eliza, however, neither conceived 
diguſt, nor any very favourable 
G 3 im- 
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impreſſion from his behaviour; not: 
withſtanding it vwasthe beſt he bad 
ever been: known to affume before 
in all his Hes"; £9 11h el ad Th 

The next morning. Adee he 
rather falletl in point of ebmplad 
Enice; by ſerenading his brother and 
ſiſter by five o'clock - with muſick 
that had no charms in it for them. 
But his ſpart wasſuperigur, with bim 
to: every: other conſideration; not 
would he have practiſed ſo much 
&|f-denial, as to have ireftained 
from the purſuit of it only that one 
mbroing; in compliment to a dut- 
cheſs. Mr. Bentley was much dif: 
pleaſed at' this piece of diſreſpect, 
and declared, that had he had the 
leaſt notion of his brothers il bred 


attachment to is Hounds, both 
them 


Famity Picroxes.' 127 
them and their 'maſter. ſhould have 
been removed,as a common nuſance, 
befote his return. 

This declaration was reported to 
De who wiſhed from the ſel- 
fiſh. principle by which all his ac- 
tions were governed, that he had 
conſidered the matter better, and re- 
moved his beloved muficians to one 
of his brother's of the chaſe for two 
or three days, and not diſturbed his 
iter ſa early aſter her journey, but 
hoped an apology would mene 5 
the matter. | 

On going in to pen, rk was 
9 abaſhed at the rebukeful 


countenance of his brother, but ſoon 
tecollecting himſelf, he fad, 413 


hope, Madam, vou do not bear i in 

mind the diſturbance I unthinking- | 
ly gave you this morning. Not 
FB in 


— — ttwobrToewwudt ftw. — — es 2 
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in the leaſt, replyed Mrs. Bentley 
with great. Grevinels: 3 | Iwasa little 


ſurpriſed juſt at the inſtant, , on ac- 
count of my being unprepared for it, 
and wholly unaccuſtomed to ſuch 
kind of harmony, but I beg, it may 

never more be thought of.“ 
On this gentle Ae Daniel 
ceded up immediately, and began 
to enter into a detail of the excdlltnt | 
ſport he bad had that morning. He 
no ſtated the hare a ſecond time, 
and followed her through all her 
doublings with wonderful (kill and 
dexterity. At length the attful 
puſs, continued he, threw him out 
for à conſiderable time, from which 
dilemma he was happily relieved by 
Jowler, regained the ſcent, and he 
then ran her down moſt gloriouſſy 
with the Whole pack in full cry. 
When 
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When he came to her Feath, Aa fa. 


. 


and d the cries of f che poor tortured 
72 00 81 
animal but furniſhed him with wit- 


tic WH Had: 2 Oe 127 k 0 
* &# ® — % - 
IC ſms. 


The tender Hearted Eliza was 


Mocked © to a very great degree at 
| the jnhuinanity which diſplayed ! it- 


1 


elf i in every. circum 7 tance * this 


* Lets} ny 


deſcription... She 55 at fit 1 filent, 
but as he ſtill continued his enco- 
miums on the chaſe; Can the 
Vorrying c of a pooranimal, faid the, 


out oof its exiſtence deſerve N jul 


5 Sal + 1411 by FYS 


mendations you beſtow on it? Ex- 


cuſe me, Sir, if 1 take the liberty 
of ſaying, that there i 18 rather bar- | 


- 64 4&4 - = wt 4.3 * 


N barity i in it. The exerciſe may, i in- 


9 1 } 4 4 


5 deed, conduce to the bodily health, 
but 1 mind, 1 am afraid, is often 


G 4. | hardened 
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hardened by it to. a degree that rens 
ders it much, leſs ſenſible. of the 
feelings of ani FHP 
Pau fared in. hh new fyſtern 
of "iloophy. on it really appeared 
to him, baving never heard any 
thing of the like among thoſe whom 
he uſed to converſe. With. With 
mortif ed countenance; cherefore, 
he 18 5 exved that different t people en- 
tertained. different opinions, but 
chat in ſome places it was not un- 


1 for ladies themſcleys, to follow 
pack of hounds the: on GY, Y, 


» Bo 14 991 


5 | receive a as "much deli ight f from 
26 5 Sentlemän of them all.” 

Jam Horry, returned Mrs | 

B atley. that there are vomen fo 

abandoried to all ſenſe of propriety , 

and. deconim 45 to eee of 

11 2 maring 


| 
| 
| 
1 
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| ſharing in ſuch (to give them no 


worſe a name) maſculine diver- 


ſions. How inconfiſtent i is it with 


the female character, to be ſo de- 


void of that ſoftneſs and timidity, 
by which alone a delicate mind i is 


Aſtinguiſhed ! My education, con- 


tinued ſhe, - has furniſhed me with 


ſuch different notions, that T could 
as ſoon; be a ſpectator a at the publick 
execution of a criminal, as at the 


lengthened tor ments of alcſs offen- 


P22 being.” 


e amazement was now in- 


creaſed beyond meaſure at the con- 
clufion of his fiſter's ſpeech. For it 
ſeems, he had, cyer ſince his bro- 
ther communicated his intention of 


changing his. condition, caft about 


for a hel p- male for himſelf; in this 
view bal fixed his eye upon a raw, 


. 


\ 
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ill-bred creature, ſiſter to the moſt 
boiſterous of his bottle-companions, 
Whoſe ouly retommendation' was a 
fortune of five thouſand pounds, and 
"her greateſt charms, even in his own 
opinion, neut to her money, her 
knowledge of the world. For ſhe 
bad ſpent three months in London, 
| about two years before he Ye 
acquainted with her, and had ma 
ſo good uſe of her time, as to 80 
deen preſent at three executions, 
the Pilboring of five men, one of 
whom expired before lie puld be 
taken down, the fevere whip pping 
cf two 1 women, an nd fires'] in a great 
abundande. To her very feeling 
4; - deſcription / of meſe extraordinary i 
fights the engmoured Daniel would 
frequently pay 10 on] farisfaRtory 
| Attention. in | 


He 
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1 | He conceived a very mean opĩ- 
nion, therefore, of His fiſtef s un- 
derſtandin g from the ſentĩments ſhe 
had juſt declared, aul ſeoretly won- 
dered at his brother's'choiee of: ſo 
weak a woman for his wife; for as 
Mr. Bentiey had long forbore, from 
. a knowledge of his brother's f incor- 
ngible difpoſifion, attempting to 
diſſtade him from the purſut ef his 
= datling pleaſure, it never once en- 
„ WM ered Dumiels | imagination, hat 
Bre, bad ſpoke her [hnfband's 
e mne therein ag well as her own. 
o WM © He took his leave, however, very 
2 Fla altes fapper, not being in the 
o WM traſt pleaſed with the diſpofition of 
ry WM his new-relation, and repaired _ 
d rectiy ro/hisown chamber. on 
ry WW while ond of Mr. Bentley 's ſervant 
dv | of his favourites) < 
liſted 
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fiſted. him in undreſſing, he thus 
harangued him. Why, Richard, 
ſaid he, 1 have very dad neyws. for 
vou; this nuch, my brother 12 has 
married, wilt certainly, turn every 
thing in the family quite topſy-tur- 
vy. She has already been preach- 
ing ſome of ber father's muſty, old 
ons to me, but Fean aue you, 
Imkve not , much [benefitted by 
Ain ; for the rg) as went mh 


that 1 4 n A "fo pus.” 
ananly. and cel, and, 1 ſuppoſe, 
onſiden me, ſor endeavouring to 
entertain her with 2 deſcription af 
my days ſport, as no better than a 
Turk or a. barbarian. I; am very 


Bad, 1 never Taffered myſelf to be 
brought 


ov — >» 
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brought up. by rule, and to receive 
old Parker's, ipſtructions, as my fa- 


+4 wat * 4.4 <> a 


ther would bars had me, for, per- 


„I. might then bay e been as 
ng: Jo * fide, dang. You 
ſee, K. — a Woman, tl th 201 zh 
i, does not. bing ® penny wil 


her, can give. b erlelf as many 155 
ugh dy had five thquſand poyr 
ſure. 1 never. heard Mi 
Beats (the 1158 91 his Mn a 
mired fady). tak © upon her bo 
fault with a . 85 1255 A 


44.4. 


2919 


leg 15 fouriſh, but 718. tole 


13. 9 = C34 11 


there was no bays * 7 By 
aſſiſtance, made Teal 


* in | 
and withdre ds 


Peer N 


ir E 2 iu! 
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is 


55 ie fs 1. 
bee 5 0 bas one, ibis . | 
Wee made. ue rept hy jo 6 hire er 4 
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low never had much affetion for 
the young gentleman, but as the ſon 


LS. 


of his evet honoured arid de cealed 
maſter. He always * ſhowed Him 
much, feſpect, which, Den! mil. 
took for attachment. ichard, there- 
fore, returned to his ce Evan, 
ut not open-mouthed” to repeat 
what Mr. Daniel had faid to him, 
Lcrörchng to "the common practice 
of theſe un lerlings in a em 
; But if he did not "fpeak of it, be 'be 
thought 5 Voie the the more, and His 
LEASES ON from en erfain- 
ing 2 bene, opinion, of the fox 
bunter from 11 farcafms he "had 
hearedhim throw out [6 Gar Vati 
i his ſiſter. 7p 91 2 iii 
In the "mean m me Aubin and 
his Eliza were not ddl . iN 
| at their brother's nh chem 
0 


. a 


he r N 1 
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ſoon of his good company. Mr, 
Bentley exprefied his approbation of 
his wite's ſentiments, and added, 

e It f is, indeed, to be lamented, 

chat my brother has ſuch an unhap- 
py turn that way, but it ſeems'iti» 
nate in him, and conſequently” 78 
unconquerable, For my own patt, - 
continued he, I have quite given 
him up, but from the conſi detation, 


wat we are both the ſons of one 
father, 1 am un willing to come to 
an open rupture with bim, and he 
has taken ſome pains lately, to per- 


ſuade me, that he is not wholly 
void of affeCtion riley me. But 
I now leave you to judge, my dear 
Elizg, what cauſe I had to dread a 
ſeparation from you and your Wors 


Gy mir. N a you 


mul 
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muſt perceive, there is no sey 
chat can be agreeable to me.. 
. 'Bliza's veracity would not peri 
mit her to ſpeak. favourably of fuch 
a ſtrange being 3. therefore ſhe ta- 
citly aſſented to her huſband's ſen+ 
uments, and heartily, but ſecretly 
wiſhed, he might not ons, e 
nue under their roof. 71 80 
Daniel alſo on his ade came to a 
reſolution before the morning, to 
attack Miſs Bowling with redoubled 
vigour, and bring che match ta a 
ſpeedy concluſion, in hopes, that 
ber brother would make him an 
affer of his houſe on that contin - 
gency, and enlarge his kennels for 
che accommodation of his beloyed 
pack. For be began now to think 
be could but ill brook the rebukey 
of Hire Parker, as he always call- 
ed 
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ell her in deſpite. However, a8 it 
was His peculiar maxim to look 
further than the preſent hour; he 
determined both to continue and 
patt wir them upon good terms, 
as" tliere was no 'anfwering; he 
would often fay, for the doublings 
of -Tife, arid if the fox was not ts 
be met at one corner, "the might'at 


next mornitig with" tlie fun, and 
bid Richd#d tell his maſter, he 
fhould not be at home all that days 

Mis. Benriey . wis now) become 
the topick of the village, and every 
one, from the known go cha 
racter of the father, w as delighted 
with the thoughts of Mr. Parker's 
daughter being miſtreſs. of Wee, 


dal 
Mc. 


another oa a { avi [ior e eee * 
"Theſe points ſettled; he aroſe the 
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Mr, Price, the young clergyman, 
to whom Mr. Panter had refigned 
his vicarage, bad married an agree- 
able perſon of very good ſenſe, and 
2. talerable genteel education, to 
which Was added a fortune of five 
hundred Pounds. As ſoon as he 
us affured of Mr. and Mrs. Bent« 
by's arrival, he rode over to pay his 
reſpects to them, and begged leave 
10 introduce His wife to Mis. Bent- 
kys acquaintance. He enquired 
with the utmoſt ſollicitude concern- 
ing the health of his patron, (as he 
avays ſtiled Mr. Parker) and his 
go Wife, o which Eliza returned 
the moſt obliging anſwers, The 
young clergyman ftillcontinuing the 
fubjeR, \cxprefſed his gratitude for 
her father, Ling, that he had re- 
ceived 


hy S 
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ceived, more from his goodneſs, than 


”* + 7 ags >» 


„ ſeems, the latter, from an ll 
E ambition. to make his ſon A 


gue 


gentleman, had bred him ta the 
church, wühout either intereſt or 


1 


fortune to obtain the ſmalleſt pre- 
ferment for him,, and then turned 


T WA a7 » 


him adrift at his quitting the vni⸗ 
verſity, telling him, that aß he bad 


VEIL 


beſtowed a gentleman's $ education 


* ” 


upon him, it was. now, his own 
fault, If he did not proc ocure A ſui- 


table maintenance, for there. was 


not ſuch good pickings 1 in a ny pr or 
feſſio jon, as that he had brought him 
up to. In conſequence of this, At 


the ve ery time he made an, N 
tion to Mr. Parker, ta retain 


as his curate, he bad r no other 5 
FR than ſtarving like a | gentleman 


— 


% FAMILY Pidrontzs 142 


or ſubmitting; to ſome very ungen. 
teel means to procure him a ſob- 
| ſiſtence, being reduced to the very 
laſt" half guinea” he had upon the 
earth; when that good. divine ſo ge- 
neronſly reſcued him from miſery, 
1 and placed him in a ſituation he 
would, probably, never otherwiſe 
haye attained. | 7 „13. | 
| r. Bentley Was erh pleiſed 
with * gratitude and ingentious- | 
neſs of this young gentleman, and AF 
gave him and his wife amoſt'cor. Il 
dial invitation to viſit them frequent: = i 
ly, as they had but ſew agreeable | 
neighbours. + 
Mrs. Bentley too enjoyed the 
thoughts | of an agreeable: friend, as 
| ſhe'dovbted not but ſhe ſhould find 


Mrs. Price from her huſband's be- 
haviour. e 


The 
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\ The next day brought them to 
the hall, Mr. Price ſaying, they 
could not in his opinion give too 
early proofs of their reſpects. Mrs. 
Price was really à very well be- 
haved woman. She was deliglited 


to a very great degree with Mrs. 
Bentley, nor was Eliza much: leſt 
taken with her. | 

She had paſſed her. Uife-i in rai 
country... and thus had not, per- 
haps, all that reſinement about her, 
Which is alone to be acquired in the 

great metropolis ; hut her ſenti- 


5 
ments were natural, and truely c COT. 


reſ pondent with 1 ſenſe, thought 
utterly foreign tg thoſe imbibed by 
what is called a knowledge of the 
world. She was, in ſhort, a good 


oeconomiſt, an affeQionate | wife, 
and a ſincere friend. ane 


9 
. 
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This little company ſpent che day 


very agreeably, and reluctantiy ob. ll 
ſerved the approach: of evening, as n 


it obliged them to ſeparate from the 

moſt eres ſociety they had e ever f 

met/with. _ _ 
Daniel on his fide ſpent the 45 


with, his miſtreſs and her brother, b 
whom he entertained with- a de- 1 
ſctiption- of Mr. Bentiq s choice, 
and had the happineſs to out- do his MW » 
uſual out- doings in the eyes of the h 
former, vo often; during his fa- h 
tyrical refarivi, made uſe of the e 
pretty ejaculations « of pert crea- Ml 2 
ture, vpſtart, confident hufly Ec. 
Ge. It. i 15 not at all to be wondered 
at, wat Miſs Bowling, was incapable | 
of admiring a character, which was * 


an exact contraſt to her own, and p 
y ſhe i 
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ſhe prudently reſolved, therefore, 
not to viſit at Bentley-hall, becauſe, 
as ſhe ſaid, it would be impoſſible 


for her to conceal her contempt of 


the little mortal, who was ſo lated, 
becauſe Juſt raiſed to ſome ſmall de- 
pes of conſequence. 

Daniel ſecretly congratulated 
himſelf upon this ſucceſsful exertion 
of his fine talent for mimickry, 


which with any other minds, per- 


haps,” upon the earth, would not 
have met with ſo favourable a re- 


ception. Dinner, however, being 
over, and the glaſs chearfully going 


round, an elevation of ſpirits ſoon 


ſucceeded, and he ſollicited Mr. 


Bowling with uncommon ardour, to 


uſe his intereſt with his ſiſter, to 
obtain her conſent for a ſpeedy com- 
* of his wiſhes. He found. 

H him- 
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himſelf, - indeed; maſter of ſo much 
elocution at this juncture, that he | 
eonfidered Miſs Bowling's being 
gone out to make a viſit as an op- 
| Portunity not to be paſſed by, and 
therefore faid all that he could 
think of on the occafion, conclu- 
ding by obſerving to the brother, 
that he ſhould never be able to run 
her down without his aſſiſtance. 

_ Miſs Bowling was naturally a 
lady of a very communicative diſ- 
poſition, and with the greateſt part 
of her acquaintance, that good na- 
tured faculty was her only recem- 
mendation. 

The human heart from its innate 
winch delights in detraction, 
calumny, and every ſpecies of hu- 
miliation, except that of itſelf; 

ence an unfarourable repreſenta- 
| tion 
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tion of a good action, a mangled 
reputation, and a handſome perſon, 
or fine underſtanding, . ridiculouſly 
ſet forth by the little malice of the 
envious, is ſo grateful, that it often 
ſecures à good reception for the 
wretch, who burleſques them, 
though both. deſpiſed and con- 
temned on every other, and even 
on that very account. The per- 
ſons alſo, who affect to diſapprove 
this diſpoſition, at the ſame time, 
that they condemn it with. their lips, 
betray, for the moſt part, the 
higheſt, approbation of it in their 
conduct, by repeating, with un- 
diminiſhed acrimony, the mali- 
cious report they pretend to diſ- 
credit and diſcountenance. 

Io a family of this ſtamp w 

Miſs Bouling gone to make à viſit. 
yy H 2 1 
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It is true, ſhe was not under any 
previous engagement, but was well 
aſſured, her company would be 
far from unacceptable, as the 
brought them pleaſing intelligence 
concerning their new. neighbour. 
She was bleſſed with a happy ima- 
gination, and, when ridicule or de- 
famation was the topick, was miſ- 
treſs of a very tolerable flow of ex- 
preſſion; and ſo well did ſhe acquit 
herſelf upon this occaſion, that-ſhe 
proved to a demonſtration, that 
Mrs. Bentley was but one remove 
from a driveller, and that was dif- 
tinguiſhable only by her pertneſe 
and vanity. After having poured 
forth all that Danie/ had related, 
with innumerable. additions and 
improvements, ſhe affirmed, that 
ſhe had only mentioned facts, as ſhe 

had 
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had/them from a very near relation 


of the family, who appeared much 
concerned at Mr. Bentley's injudi- ; 


cious choice. 


The ladies, who compoſed this 
pretty aſſembly, expreſſed great 
amazement at the information, but 
ſaid, that this came of young gen- 
tlemens rambling. from home, to 
ſeek wives, though, furely, ſaid they, 
there were ladies enough in the 
neighbourhood, ' who might have 
been honoured with' Mr. Bentley's 
alliance; but they were to be over- 


looked; it ſeems, and à perſon 


brought amongſt them from nobody 
could tell where. However, as 


they had a great regard for the father 
and Woher of the young gentleman; 
they ſhould never repeat what Miſs 
Bowling had fo obligingly commu- 


H 3 nicated, 


-#t 


that-they might find the lady quite 


150 Famitry Picturts. 


nicated, but ſave him, as much ay 
poſſible, from becoming the laugh 
of the country. 


In this charitable reſolution, the 
reader may imagine, they did not 


long perſiſt, for the curate's wife 
PEE in for a little chat, and 
Miſs Bowlmg at the ſame time taking 
her leave, they were not able to 
contain themſelves for a moment, 
but immediately retailed every pat- 
ticular, without the leaſt 10S of 
diminution. They concluded; ne. 
vertheleſs; ' with faying, that, per- 


haps, every tittle they had men- 


tioned might be falſe, as they! knew 
the malevolence of their author's 


diſpoſition too well, to pay her an 
implicit credit, and f neerely wiſhed, 


for the young gentle mars "ſake; 
the 
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the reverſe of the repreſentation that 
had been made to them of her. 


Mrs. Brigbtley, the wife of the 
curate of the pariſh, was a woman, 
who had not a mind quite ſo well 


turned for ill-natured pleaſure, as 


might have been wiſhed, befides 
that both herſelf and her huſband 
had received many favours from 
Mr. Bentley, and had farther views 
of the ſame nature. Add to which, 
her huſband had unluckily that very 
day been paying his compliments to 


the bride and bridegroom, and at 


his return had been almoſt extrava- 


gant in his praiſe of the former. He 
had likewiſe learnt, that ſhe was 


daughter to the Reverend Mr. 
Parker, the memory of whoſe 


merit ſix years had not been capable | 


H 4 Mrs, 


of obliterating. 
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Mrs. Brightley gid not, however, 
attempt to intetgipt her rich neigh- 


hour in her curiòdꝭ tale, but finding 
ſhe had concluded it, I am really 


ſurpriſed, ladies, faid the, addreſs- 


ing the whole group, that there is 
in the world a perſon of ſo much 
ill- nature and invention, as to be 
capable of trumping up ſuch a mali- 
cious and groundleſs . report, My 
huſband. is but Juſt returned from 


making the wedding - viſit, and aſ- 


ſures me, he never either ſaw or 


converſed. with fo agreeable a wo- 


man, as the bride. Why, Madam, 
added ſhe, addreſſing Mrs. Elliot, 


the lady of the houſe, ſhe is the 


daughter, of Mr. Parker, Mr. 
Bentley's tutor, who was known to 


take the utmoſt pains imaginable in 


her education, and before ſhe was 
| | four- 


1 
1 
\ 
] 
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fourteen ſhe gave evident proofs of 
a fine underſtanding.” 

+ Mrs. Bentley the daughter of 
Mr. Parker ?” int: rrogated Mrs. 
Elliot ; but without giving Mrs. 
Brigbrley time to reply, ſhe reſumed, 
J am really aſtoniſhed at Miſs 


Bouling's behaviour, and ſhall be 


very glad to viſit the lady both on 
her father's account, as well as the 
family's ſhe is now entered into.“ 
Thus did the propagation of this 
good ſtory receive a total overthrow 
almoſt at its firſt ſetting out; for ill- 


nature, like ſcandal, if diſarmed of 
its ſting by a bad reception, ſoon 


dies away. 

Daniel made fo quick a progrefs 
in Miſs Bowling's affections, that 
in the enſuing fix weeks, from the 
viſit above · mentioned, (the writings 

H 5 being 
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being completed, and her whole 


fortune ſettled upon her) ſhe vouch- 6 
ſafed to honour him with her hand. 

The voice of fame was the firſt in- 1 
telligence received at Bentley-hall 4 
of this addition to their family, | 
Daniel having, in the hurry of this 1 
grand affair, loſt ſight of that reſo- K 


lution he had made of preſerving, 15 
at leaſt in appearance, a good un- 


derſtanding between his brother and : 
him. Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, how- c 
ever, were neither ſurpriſed nor 
te 
mortified at the proceedings of a re- 


| lation they could not eſteem. 
About a week after the comple- 
tion of this. happy event, Daniet | 
became vifible, and calling on his 
brother, without making any 
apology for his former negleet, gave 


him and Mrs. Bentley an invitation 
tg 


| 
| 
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to his brother-in-law's houſe, for 
his ſcheme had perfectly ſucceeded 
of taking up his quarters there. 
Anthony and his &Jiza took not 
the leaſt notice of the little reſpect 
he had ſhewn them, in not ac- 
quainting them ſooner with his in- 
tentions, but promiſed to make the 
lady a viſit the very firſt opportu- 
nity. Daniel communicated this 
intelligence to his bride, who con- 
ſidered her ſubmitting to receive 


fuch a poor creature, as ſhe was de- 


termined to think Mrs. Bentley, (in 
oppoſition to the opinion of the 
whole country) as an extraordinary 


piece of condeſcenſion. On the third 


day, ſubſequent to Mr. Daniel's 
genteel invitation, the amiable 
Eliza prepared to make this wed- 


ding-viſit, to which ſhe found her 


H 6 incl 
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inclination but little affected. She, 
without any deſign, dreſſed her- 
ſelt that day exceedingly becoming, 
and, attended by her beloved An- 


-thony, ſet forth for the 1. of Mr. 
3 


FThe bride duſtained an infinite 
ſhare of fatigue, in order to make 
ſuch an appearance in the eyes of 

the inſignificant, (as ſhe haughtily 
called her new ſiſter) as ſhould give 
that impreſſion of her conſequence, 
ſhe thought herſelf entitled to. Had 
ſhe been acquainted in the ſmalleſt 
degree with the diſpoſition of Eliza, 
ſhe might have ſpared herſelf all her 
trouble, as her expected viſitant was 
incapable of being taken either by 
the eye or the ear, except where the 
charm of good ſenſe was apparent, 
and a behaviour viſibly dictated by 
an humane and generous heart. 


Mrs. 


% 
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Mrs. Daniel Bentley ſickened with 


envy at the ſight of her fiſter's cha- 


riot, and obſerved, that that alone 


Was ſufficient to turn the head of a 
little country - parſon's daughter. 


Eliza on being introduced made 
this haughty lady an extreme pretty 
compliment, with that agreeable 


caſe, that ever accompanies: the ex- 


preſfions of the well-bred. The 
woman of fortune not having a 


prompt reply, returned no other 
anſwer than a curteſy, and in order 
to conceal her deficiency, begged 


the lady to be ſeated. Eliza, during 
this whole viſit, was ſo engaging, 


and unaſſuming, that the little pre- 
. Judices of her new relation vaniſned 


inſenſibly, and ſhe expreſſed a de- 
fire of being admitted to her friend- 
ſhip and acquaintance, upon the 
familiar footing of a member of the 
ſame family, Mrs. 


1 


- 
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Mrs. Bentley faid as many obliging 
things, as ſhe poſſibly could, with- 
ont making too great a ſacrifice of 


her veracity, and concluded with 
faying, that ſhe would endeavour 


to render PETIT agreeable to 


her. 
The hte returned fron the 


-field of flaughter, juſt as Mr. Bent- 
dey was conducting his lady to her 
"carriage, and came in for one 


ſmack (as Mr. Bowlng 1 it) 


at a ſine woman. 


The happy pair found at their 


return home a letter from their good 
parents, containing the agreeable 


information of their intending very 


ſoon to ſpend ſome time with them. 


Their joy was mutual upon this as 


. well. as every other occafion ; for 


they ſo entirely concurred in their 
deſires 
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defires and inclinations," that they 
feemed, as it were, informed only 
by one foul. 


Mr. and Mrs. Parker at apt 


performed their promiſe, and revi_ 
ſited a country, where the excel. 


lency of their lives and diſpoſition 


had procured them as many — 
as he, had acquaintance. 
The days of the happy pair were 
now one Uninterrapted ſcene of 
happineſs for ſome time, but fortune 


had only ſmiled to make her frowns 
more terrible. Four years elapſed, 


before they experienced the tender 
and pleaſing ſenſations of parental 


love, a felicity, they began to de- 
ſpair of ever enjoying. But Provi- 


dence had otherwiſe decreed, and 


at tlie expiration of that period the 


fair Eliza became pregnant; the firſt 


cer- 
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certainty of which awakened all 
the parent in their hearts. Mr. 
Bentleys delight at the engaging 
name of father was checked and 
allayed by the apprehenſions of the 
fond huſband. The bare poſſibility 
of his exchanging for a dear infant 
his much dearer wife ſhook his very 
ſoul, and this painful reflection ſtill 
.continually obtruding itſelf, as the 
time advanced that muſt determine 
the event, his anxieties were not a 
little augmented by it. Eliza per- 
ceived it, but, far from guefling the 
cauſe, tenderly urged him to let her 
participate, that ſhe might endeavour 
to ſoften his cares. My dear, 
ſaid this amiable woman, exclude 
me not from the knowledge of 


whatſoever it t be that diſturbs your 
repoſe, 
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repoſe, out of any miſtaken appre- 
henſion, that my mind is weaken'd 
by .my preſent condition. I have 
not ſo little profited by my good 


father's pious inſtructions, as to feel 


too heavily the hand of diſappoint- 
ment. Am I not till bleſſed with 
you, my ſupport and conſolation, 
your health unimpaired, and in ap- 
pearance happily exempt from all 
the infirmities of human nature, and 
can you then imagine, that I ſhall 
complain or murmur at a flight ca- 
lamity? Do let me receive this proof 
cf your wonted affection and con- 


fidence, for be aſſured, that, by 
communicating it, you will leſſen 


inſtead of increafing the concern of 


your Eliza, 
-Mr, Bentley, fearful of Aeg 
her 
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her with the ſenſe of her danger, 
endeavoured, though in vain, to 
perſuade her, that ſhe was miſtaken. 
m her conjectures. But ſhe ftill 
Infiſted upon it, that ſhe was well 


convinced he was deceiving her, 


and that the thought there of more 
ſeverely affected her, than any wy 


he could mention, 

* My cares, my life, faid Mr. 
Bentley, fince you will be made ac- 
quainted with them, are merely upon 
your account; for notwithſtanding 
every period of life is equally pre- 
carious with your preſent condition, 
yet the bare apprehenſions of the 
hazard, to which you are now ſo 
expoſed, are too great for me to 
ſuſtain.” 

* How kind, yet blameable, re- 


plyed Eliza, is your concern for 
me ! 
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me But, ſurely, my dear, vou 
ſhould remember, how wonder- 
fully Providence diſtinguiſhed it- 
ſelf in raiſing you from the very 
verge of the grave, contrary to the 
expeRations of every one who then 
ſaw you, That all-preſerving and 
all- reſtoring hand of heaven is not 
ſhortened, and on that I rely; but 
ſhould the. number of my days be 
accompliſhed, and I be taken away 
from the evil to come, O reflect, 


that 2 Mill greater calamity might 
have befallen us; that mortality is 
ever incident to a ſeparation, and 
that, if we ſurvived each others 
affections, we might in vain 
wiſh for ſuch a relief. Think, 
how heavily under ſuch afflicting 

circumſtances 
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circumſtances one or other of. us 


ſhould drag out a miſerable exiſt- 
ence, unauthorized as we frail 
dependants are to defy the author of 
our being, by the uplifted hand 
of ſuicide. For how ſhall -a crea- 
ture, formed out of the very duſts 
to whom the common bleſſings o 


light and reaſon are infinitely beyond 
its utmoſt merit, preſume to diftate 


to the yoice that ſpoke it, what it 
is? Thus and thus let my dition 


be. Subdue then, my dear Aurbony, 
theſe terrours ſo unbecoming a breaſt 


enlightened by a fingle ray of that 
religion we profels, Endeavour to 


acquire an implicit refignation to 
that power which beſtowed, and 
confequently has a right to recall, 


if improperly uſed, every bleſſing 


you are now in poeſſeſſion of. Be- 
ware 
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ware of that too frequent practice 


of idolatry, nor imagine, whilſt 


you cheriſh in your heart a ſupe- 
riour affection to that of your great 

creatour, that youare innocent of a 
breach of the commandment, which 
ſo poſitively ſays, Thou ſhalt not have 
any other God than me.” 

Anthony aflumed a ſmiling aſpect 
at her diſcourſe, purely to conceal 
the anguiſh he endured, - © I will, 
faid he, my love, frequently re- 
flect upon what you recommend to 


my conſideration. . I both feel and 


acknowledge the juſtice and pro- 


priety of it, and I hope, I ſhall not 
again incur a ſecond chiding, by 
ſuffering human frailty to uſurp a 
dominion over human reaſon; but, 
added he with a vivacity, in which 
his heart had but little ſhare, neither 


Seneca, 
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Seneca, nor the ſurly Drogenes 
could in ſuch a caſe have reaſoned 
Half fo well.“ 

Daniel and his wife dropped in 
at this juncture to make them an o- 
caſional viſit, the families ſtill con- 
tinuing upon a footing, which was 
ſcarce to be expected from their 
different diſpoſitions. Mr. Bowling's 
ſiſter bad proved very pralifick, and 
in four years produced, .as many 
children, of whom Eliza took very 
affectionate notice, and as there was 
no great proſpect o of an heir from the 
other quarter, all was harmony and 
bappineſs. Daniel's three firſt chil- 
dren were girls, but the fourth 
Proving a boy, he was called Au- 
bony, an and conſidered by his father 
and mother, not only as the preſump- 

tive, 


% 
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tive, but actual heir to the family- 
eſtate, 

They were not a little chagrined, 
therefore, at the firft report of Mrs, 
Bentley's condition; but as the inter- 


vention of one life was liable to 


many fortunate contingences, and 
they could not with any ſhew of de- 
cency change their behaviour, they 


continued from policy that very good 
humour, which had been the reſult 


of their hatred and avaricious ex- 


pectations. 

Daniel brought his eldeſt girl 
along with him on this viſit. She 
had been named Arabella, by her 


proud mother, in honour of her- 


ſelf, and, notwithſtanding her early 


time of life, had betrayed ſuch a 


complication in her nature of both 
Whey and mother, as promiſed to 


render 
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render her a moſt complete charac- 
ter, 
She was abſolute maſter and miſ- 


treſs at home; had ſeveral little un- 
fortunate animals in her poſſeſſion, 
which ſhe tortured at her pleaſure; 
fear, tenderneſs, and affection not 
having the leaſt ſhare in her com- 
poſition. - Her perſon was really en- 
paging, juſtneſs of proportion, 
clearneſs of complexion, and regu- 
larity of features being poſſeſſed by 
her in an eminent degree, a fair 


covering of foul deformity. 


She was accuſtomed to follow her 
father in the viſitation of his hounds 


and horſes, without either fear or 
diſmay, and taught to examine the 
wounds of the various game, ſent 
home weltering in gore, with all 
=o trand ports, of ſavage - delight. 
Thus 


fy 6 ws % 
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Thus was her infant mind inured to 
more than Amazonian fierceneſs, 
and every ſofter particle of her foul 
hardened into downright brutality. 

Eliza beheld with horrour and 
compaſſion the growing inclina- 
tions of her niece, and would have 
ſaved her from, and, if poſſible, 


eradicated the pernicious ſeeds. 


ſpringing in her young breaſt, if it 
had been practicable. 


But theſe miſtaken parents could 
not live an hour without their Ara- 
bella, nor could Arabella be ſatisfied 
one moment without them, as ſhe 
was become impatient of that con- 
troul, which the impropriety and 
boiſterouſneſs of her behaviour was 
ever rendering neceſſary. 

The time now grew towards a 


period, which was to bleſs or- for 
- IM ever 


170 Faurty Preronks. 


ever blaſt 2 = Bentley's 


. 


Mrs. Parker came 0 an her | 

child at this juncture, and laboured WM 
under no leſs anxiety than that by 
which the fond Hhuband 8 heart was 

- Mi. 

But how vain, how kittodeltary 

appeared their fears, for thie gentle I 


Eliza became mother to a daughter 
without any other than the common 
danger, attendant on ſuch an ex- 
tremity. How grateful this news 
to the heart of Mr. Bentley, who, 
contrary to the generality of coun- 
try eſquires, ſet as much value upon 
his little daughter, as the tendereſt 
parent could poſſibly do. 

The ſeaſon being favourable, 


Mrs. Bentley was able to appear 
abroad much ſooner than the na- 


4 | tural 
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I tural delicacy of her conſtitution 
ſeemed to promiſe, and took upon. 
W herſelf, in conjunction with her 
good mother, that important 
charge, fo lightly and commonly 
aſſumed by ſtrangers, without their 
ever reflecting, that they have bound: 
W themſelves, as far as human nature 
vill admit, to qualify the little in- 


fant to become an inheritor of a 


fature exiſtence. 


Eliza inſiſted upon her mother's. 
giving the object of their united 


affections her own name, and ac- 
cordingly that of Louiſa was beſtou- 
ed upon her. 


The firſt year of this new ſtran- 
ger's life was paſſed over with every 
promiſing ſymptom of health _ 


goodneſs of conſtitution. 


Then infant reaſon grew apace, ” _ ' 
: I 2 and 
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and the enraptured parents hung 
over her delighted, her liſping dia- 
let and untaught endearments 
having rendered her beyond expref- 
hon pleaſing. In this enjoyment 
did they ſpend three years, when 
all their happy proſpects were at 
once obſcured by tlie —_ cloud 
of affliction, 


Mrs. Bentley had ever fince the 
birth of her daughter been in an 


almoſt Jinperceptible decline. She 
had felt fome inward decay, but 
forbore complaining, from a too 
tender conſideration for her huſ- 
band's repoſe, untill it was advan- 
ced beyond the power of medicine 


to remedy, 
She continued lovely to her laſt 


moment, which happened Juſt fix 
weeks, from the time ſhe firſt men- 
tioned, 
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tioned, or rather that her counte- 


nance betrayed her diorder. 
Her afflicted Mother. was con- 


veyed home immediately upon her 


breathing her laſt, and for two 
whole years never quitted her own 
apartment. 


Mr. Parker hm her loſs with: 


ſurpriſing reſignation; but the poor 
huſband's forrow was too poignant 


to admit of alleviation. His afflic- 
tion was of the heart, ſilent, perma- 
nent and unconquerable, nor 
could the utmoſt perſuaſions of his 
friends prevail upon him to quit 
Bentley-hall, or exchange his wont- 
ed apartment for any other in the 
houſe. 

The innocent Louiſa was fright- 
encd at a revolution ſhe cool not 


account for. Her Mamma was car- 
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ried away, never more, as the fer- 
vants told her, to return again, and 


her Papa was become incapable of 


being diverted by all her little 


efforts. 
This difconſolate gentleman 


would often take the tender inno- 


cent in his arms, and preſfing her 
to his breaſt, My dear lamb, he 
would ſay, thou haſt loſt the beſt of 
mothers, and alas! I feel, it will 
not be long before thou art deſtitute 
of a father too; yea, It is impoſſible 
I ſhould long ſurvive. That ami- 
able woman has robbed me of all 
power of enjoyment, and it is in 


-the grave alone that I can find 
"reſt. " 


The ſtruggle for four months was 
very ſtrong between grief and na- 


2 


wh but at length the latter was 


* | ſub- 
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fubdued, and the worthy man, 
notwithſtanding what might have 
been expected of patience: and ſub- 
miſſion from his religious courſe of 
| life, became an eaſy prey to the 
general deſtroyer of the human 
ſpecies, and by this one indiſſoluble 
attachment inconteſtably evinced, 
that even. the beſt of mortals are 
wide of perfection. 

On his firſt confinement to his 
bed, he ſent for his brother, who 
had really behaved very well to- 


wards him for ſome time, and ad- 


dreſſed him in the following man- 
* You ſee, my dear Daniel, the 
te ſtate to which I am reduced by 
« that ſevere ſtroke which has ſepa- 
cc rated me from my beloved Eli- 
* za, to whom I am now haſten 
n _ ing. 


— — — . —— = 


] 
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ing. I have long foreſeen my 
* fate, and have made the beſt a® 
t tonement in my power to my poor 
child for her ſecond misfortune, 
« in appointing you, who are my 
« next of kin, joint- guardian with 
* her grand-father. As I am un- 
« willing to bring too great a 
« weight upon his gray hairs, I 
« muſt entreat you, to act in the par- 
« tioulars of my funeral, and con- 
* vey my Louiſa as ſoon as poſſible 
© to her other parents. You will 
« find, I have left you no incon- 
« fiderable legacy, and hope, you 
will, in a great meaſure, ſupply 
* to my tender infant what I ought 
« to have been,” 

Daniel was a little affected, but 
foon got the better of it. He took 
Nr. A band, and with the 

| utmoſt 
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utmoſt ſhow of ſincerity aſſured his 
dear brother, he would diſcharge 
the truſt repoſed in him with the 


ſincereſt integrity and aſſiduity. 
© Your child, ſaid he, ſhall be 


* conſidered by me as my own, 


* and may Cod ſo deal with me 


* and mine, as I ſhall acquit my- 


« felf with reſpect to her.” The 


dieing man expreſſed the utmoſt. 
ſatisfaction at theſe aſſurances, and 
begged, that his Louiſa might be 
brought to him, that he might take 
his final leave of her. The little 


prattler, amazed at theſe tranſ- 


actions, aſked a thouſand innocent 


queſtions, without having them 
taken notice of. Her uncle took 
her up in his arms, and held her, 


whilſt ſhe received the laſt bene- 
dictions af her dicing father, who in 


a 
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a few hours afterwards dropped off 
like a blaſted roſe, which retains its 
ſweetneſs, though its bloom be de- 
ſtroyed. 
- Mir. and Mrs. Parker were ſoon 
informed of this additional calamity 
to the loſs they had lately felt, and 
as the latter was not in a condition 
to undertake the care of the dear 
little orphan, the good divine de- 
fired, ſhe might continue ſome ſhort 
time with her uncle and aunt, *till 
his wife ſhould be a little recovered, 
and himſelf able to fetch her. | 
Mr. Parker was a ſtranger to 
Daniels avarice and vileneſs of 
ſoul; therefore deſired, he would 
aft in every reſpect, as might beſt 
conduce to the advantage of his 
niece, and be moſt conformable t te 


the directions of the deceaſed. . - -- 
i This 


Famity Pictures. 179 


This was the very thing Daniel 
wiſhed for, but could not even 
flatter himſelf with obtaining. Being 
left, however, to act as he thought 
proper, he conſulted nothing but 
his own avarice. The funeral ex- 
penſes were by no means adequate 
to Mr. Bentley's appointment, nor 
were ſome charitable donations diſ- 
tributed according to his requeſt. 
In ſhort, he made a property and 
advantage of every perſon and thing 
he could, and the little Louiſa was 
put under Mrs. Bentley's tender pro- 
tection and management, where 


we ſhall at preſent leave her, and 
conclude the firſt Volume. 


End of the Firſt Volume, 
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